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To the PUBLIC 


Tur CoaLrTion formed between Lord 
North, the Right Hyunourable Charles James Fox, 
and Mr. Edmund Burke, having been juſtified 
under a pretence that the American war was the 
cauſe of their ff. rence, and that when it was at 
an end, no reaſon any longer ſubſiſted againſt 
their acting together in the ſervice of their coun- 
try, the following pabiication is ſubmitted to the 
impartial and diſpaſſionate reader, as at once the 
mit diet and faireſt means of expoling the fu- 
tility of tuch a defence, and indeed of every argu- 
ment in favour of fo unnatural a junction. 


In the courſe of the enſuing pages, the hardeſt 
of belief muſt be convinced, that the difference 
between Ld. North, Mr. Fox. and Mr. Burke, was not 
occaſioned by a variation of ſentiment on any one 
gat national topic, or political point, in particu- 
I: it was the SYSTEM of Lord North that Mr. 
F x and Mr. Burke continually oppoſed, and in- 
vailably reprobated. Every ſheet teems with 

this 


yP UB 3:0: 
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this moſt glaring fact. Thoſe Gentlemen not 
only condemned the American war, as an out- 
rage againſt the conſtitution, humanity, and 
common fenſe, and not only repeatedly pledged 
themſelves to call L North to account /or the 
conſ quences of it, but publicly accuſed him of 
being a Tory, and hence an ENEMY fo fbe 
liberties of the people---9f ig no ance, lazineſs, inca- 
pacity abſurdity, and want of foreſight, as a M1N1- 
STER- O poſſeſſing neither knowledge or concep- 
tion of the art of FIN ASE, being deceitful, 
ambitious, ungrateful, adaricious, treacherous, 
and vindifive, as a Max---of baving loſt us 
Thirteen Colonies, increaſed the national debt one 
hundred millions of money, and ruined us in the 
Wejt-Indies---and of havins formed a defign 


againſt cur rights and happin:ſs Ar HOME. They 


deſpiſed him equally as a Mints TER and a 


Max. In his eusLic $1TUAaTloN, there is 
ſcarcely a crime they did not impute to him; 
and, as AN INDIVIDUAL, they held his cha- 
racter to be ſo extremely ſhocking, and highly 
offenſive, that Mr. Fox even went ſo far as to 
declare, © be ſhould deſerve to be branded as the 


<* moſt infamous of men, if ever be affroached his 


* THRESHOLD ;” while Mr. Bunk E treated with 


the mult incffable contempt the idea that Lord 
North 


23 


( 
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North (to uſe his own expreſſion) would ever 
be able to tate HIM by the PAW.” 


Whether Lord Nox ru deſerved the abuſive 
epithets appli:d to him by Mr. Fx and Ar. 
Burke, or the complaints they made of him, or 
not, is a matter that cannot be left at this time of 
day unde cided e It is, however, WE 
of bim, and 70 bim, was well ſcunded, or not: it is 
ſufficient for the preſent purpoſe to know, that 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, THEY heaped every 
charge on the noble Lord that he is loaded with; 
and that THEY, Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, 
BOTH OF THEM, are men of Fonour, and above 
uttering that which is net firifly agrecable to 
truth and juſtice. | 


Confident as the People of England are of 


this, a coaLtT1oNn with ſuch a man could not 


but create a more than ordinary degree of ſur- 
priſe. Had Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke joined the 
noble Lord for the purpoſe of effecting any one 
Specific public object previoully agreed upon, from 
which any certain good would have accrued to the 
nation, the motive and tendency of the junction 
might poflibly have reconciled it to the people. 
The woment, however, it was found that thoſe 

perſons 


ay 
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perſons had linked themſelves together rox THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE, the 
Coalition immediately ſtruck every one as a 
MONSTER of the moſt alarming kind; nor can 
it at all aſtoniſh, that it ſhould have produced 

thoſe tuin brothers in folly, oppreſſion, and 
deſpotiſm, the Receier Tax and EasT- 

INDIA BILL, and have drawn on thoſe who 

formed the Coalition, the diſpleaſure of the Sove- FO 
reign, and the cenſure and contempt of the 

public. | 


Shakſpeare Tavern, 
Friday, Jan. q, 1784. 
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June 8, 1774. 


On the Quebec Bill. 
Ms. Burke, in the moſt pointed manner, att? 


ed 
the noble Lord (Lord North) as to his cords: 
conſcience; and in the richeſt vein of humour, Which 


Kept the Houſe in a continual roar of lauglter, con- 
tended, that he poſſcfied neither one nor the other. 


December 16. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, it was proper to include Ireland in 
all the debates upon American taxation, in order to 
aſcertain the Parliamentary right of taxalien over 
very part of the Britiſh dominicns. 

8 January 


Ind. e 


t-:--:TWME-BEAV T-LES OF 


January 23, 1775. 

Mr. Fox rep ateuly called to know who was the 
man that ac vited the meatures purſued againſt Ame- 
rica, and fad, i: was HE why ought to anſwer to. his 
country fur the miſchief and expence that might 
enlue. 

January 26. 

Mr. Burke lamented the miſeries of a civil war, 
incurred by the precipitate ignorance of the Miniſter 
tra c dcſtroyed —the revenue impoveriſhed—the 
poor ftarving—manufactures ſtagnating- the poor- 
rats running into the land-tax, and both devouring 
the citate, je ſaid, that, whenever the lack and 
Ci, dy 64 reckoning ſhould come, he would con- 


V.ci 114.7 Ot fuch a chain of blunders and neglects 


Qs Ne bring Vers eciiice on his bead. 
J zwe Day. 

„ foeaking of the American war, ſaid, that 
the con ry end v2 what the Miniſter had pro- 
mii. wes foretull ; but that the Miniſter, forſooth, 
IG his vival regiirence, avowed, that when he was 
puricing a mexture 0: the laſt degree of importance, 
ko thought it treaſonabl is him, though the ſtrength 
of the words he aftorwards diſavowed, yet he thought 
't would be blamezhie a him fo much as to enquire 
Wat the eln vert to be of his meaſures. Ie 
belle ed it e fe Sit time any Miniſter dared to 
it hs Cuty nat to enquire into 

the 


* 
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the efefs of his meaſures : but it was ſuitable ts the 
whole of the noble Lord's. conduct, who had no 
ſyſtem or plan ot conduct, no knowledge of buſi- 
neſs ; that he had often declared his unſitneſs for his 
ſtation ; and he agreed that his conduct juſtified his 
declaration, and that the country was incenſed, and 
on the point of being involved in a civil war oy his 
He pledged himſelf te join Mr. Burke in 
purſuing bim, and bringing him to anſwer 19e mjceefs 
occafioned by bis inſufficiency, bis inconſi;7 


excy, and in- 


capacity. 


Same Day. 

Lord North ſaid, that as to Mr. Fc, who diſco- 
vered in him ſo much incapacicy and negligence, 
there «vas a time when he approved, at leaſt, ſome 
part of his conduct. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox, in reply to Lord North, obſerved, that it 
would readily be believed that his private reſentments 
had not affected his public conduct, when he might 
have long fince juſtly charged him vith the molt 
unexampled treachery and falſhoed. 


Same Day. 
He charged all the diſputes with America to his 
nezligence and incapacity. 


February 8. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, the noble Lord (Lord Nerth) was 
all hurry, till he had effected meaſures for reſcuing 
B 2 General 
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Ceneral Gage out of the very dangerous firvation he 
- Ee he now in” e lie had cot him into a 
Nate of ſ-curity, and meant t proceed more coolly ard 
delberately, becauſe he dreaded that the defeat and 


Coltrt son ef thit Ge erat and his . woul be 


who'ly sttributed to his Lordſhip's raſbneſs and 
Eo Same Day. » 
Lord Nexth replied, thit it was impoſſible for him 


to cleapeſthe clue Of the Honourable Gentleman 
(Mr. I, let him act as he might. 


48 


Mr. Fey {a1 . the noble Ld (Lord North) was 
<uniorm. From the 85 eginning, his Lordſhip had 
taken care to ** the Hou'e 28 and would, 
he was certain, continue to do fo, till he found ſome 
pertonal convenience in acting ha 


Lord North ſaid, he ſtood up in his place to aſſert, 


that if the rerr ctor: Colonies could not be reduced 
by t EP reicht ning 254 obedience, he mould think it 
a right, proper, and neceſſary meaſure, to erm the 


Sg 7 Coil , Cærada, and to employ them in 


1 
ie would venture to affirm, 
that the de win America was not ſo alarming as 


tome people appichended. He had not the lea 
doubt 


4 
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doubt this di/pute would end ſpeedily, bappiiy, and 
Without bloodfhed, 
October 26. 

Hr. Burke reported ſome expreſſions of Lord 
Norib on Ametican affairs, fome time ſince, ſuch as, 
he would bring the Americans to his fret, &c. and 
contrafted them with ſome late events in America, 
which cauſed à great deal of laughter. -, 


7 


Same Day. 

Mr. Tex deſcribed Lord Nerth as the blundering 
pilot who had brought the nation into its preſent 
difficulties. The Miniſter, he ſaid, exulted at having 
brought us into this dilemma. He has reaſon to 
triumph. Lord Chatham—the King of Pruſſia— 
nay, Alexander the Great, never gained more in one 
campaign than the noble Lord has loſt e has laſt a 


whole continent. 
Same Dar. 


Mr. Fox took occaſion to deſcribe the diſtinction 
between Whigs and Tories, and mentioned the pre- 
ſent Miniſter as an enemy to freedom, dMlaring him 
to be a Tory. 

Same Day. 

Mr. Fox rallied Lord North on the rapid progreſs 
he had made in misfortune, having expended nearly 
as large a ſum to acquire national dilgrace, as that 
great and able Miniſter, Lord Chatham, had ex- 
pended in gaining that glorious luſtre with which he 


had encircled the Britiſh name. 
Same 
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| Same Day. 
Lord North Cit, he held the pity and contempt of 
the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Jex) in equal in- 
difference. 


December 1. 


On the American Prohibitory Bill. 


Mr. Fcx enumerated the ſeveral contradictions and 
evaſions of the Miniſter, fince the commencement of 
the preſent ſeſſion, and contraſted theſe with his 
Lordſhip's declarations the preceding ſeſſion. He 
obſerved on the doctrine of unconditional ſuprema- 
cy, that it went to this: tax America to any amount 
or in any manner you pleaſe ; if ſhe complains, pu- 
niſh her with pains and penalties of the moſt cruel 
and unrelenting nature; and if ſhe reſiſts ſuch tyranny 
and barbarity, then ſit down day after day, in mer- 
ciful de liberation on the molt potent and expedi- 
tious way of ſtarving or maſſacring the devoted 
victims. 


Same Day, 


Mr. Burke obſerved, that the preſent was a re- 
tropective bill; for by it the Miniſter inflicted pu- 
niſhments for acts thought innocent at the time they 
were committed. Our Saviour ſent his apoſtles to 
teach and proclaim peace to all nations; but the 
political apoſtles, to be ſent out by the Miniſter, 


would be the harbingers of civil war, in all its moſt 
horrid 
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horrid and hideous forms, accompanied by fire, 


ſword, and famine. 


February 29, 1776. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that the noble Lord (Lord North) 
was never to be found twice in the ſame temper, nor 
of the ſame opinion. 


May 6. 
Mr. Fox attacked the Miniſter on his breach 
of promiſe ever fince he came into office. 


Same Day. 
Mr. Burke took a ſhort view of the American war 


from its commencement, aud jocularly obſerved, that, 


if he had not the higheſt opinion of the probity 
and integrity of the noble Lord {Lord North) and 
his colleagues in office, he ſhould be inclined to 
ſuſpe& chat they were ſecret friends to America, 
and had bcen bribed to betray the honour and intereſt 
of this country. 


May 8. 

Mr. Burke, in a committee of the Houle for en- 
quiring into licences granted by the Admiralty, ſaid, 
the conduct of the noble Lord (Lord North), in pro- 
ducing a few partial accounts of no moment, and 
holding all thoſe back that were of conſequence, vas 
as inſolent and contem piu. 45 as it was unprecedented. 


May 
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On a motion for putting the Americans on the 
ſame footing as tlie pec ple of Iiclaud, Mr. Burke 
took a review of the meaſures purtucd by the Minit- | 


ter ſince the commencement of the Icon. IIe call- 


ed on Lord No: to tell a ſingle act that had been 
Gore Witi.in that period. Et: Lordthip, it was true, | 


might 1:y, that he had voted en 77..1ns out of the 


pockets of the prople. He might boat that he had | 


taken twenty Thoultend Germans into pay, and turned 


our Britiſh tranſport c into German beſvital. 0 He 
might deſire the repreientatives of the people to 
tell their conſtituents, that, in return for ſuch lavith 
grants, new taxes had been laid on them, and @ four. 


ſpilling land la rendered perpetual. 


November 6. 

Mr. Fer obſerved, however abſurd and inconſiſtent 
the Minifter kad ſhewed himſelf in other rel. PERS, in 
bis meaſures reſpecling America, aud his pd cone 
tet for Parliament, he had been ; erfectly uniform 
and conſiſtent. 


November 29. 


Mr. Burt ſaid it was in vaia to contend againſt the 
Miniſter; for the country gentlemen had abandoned 
their duty, and placed an implicit confidence in mM 
Miniſter. But that ſhould neither now, nor bereaf: 
prevent him from perzorming his duty; for 2 9 the 

noble 
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noble Lord (Lord North) be in, or out of office, 
when the meaſures which he was wildly hurrying the 
nation into, were totally proved to be ruinous and 
deſtructive to the intereſt of this country in their 
conſequences, his Lordſhip might depend upon it, 
that be would be made reſponſible for meaſures he had 


carried into execution, under the ſandtion of ſuch à con- 
fidence. 


February 10, 1777. 
On the ſecond reading of the bill to empower his 
Majeſty to ſecure and detain perſons charged with, 


or ſuſpected of, the high crime of treaſon com- 
mitted in America, &c. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that the preſent bill ſerved as a kind 
of key or index to the deſign that the Miniſter had 
been ſome years manifeſtly forming; the objects of 
of which he had rendered viſible from time to time, 
as opportunity ſerved, as circumitances proved fa- 
vourable, or as protection encreaſed, and power 
ſtrengthened. It reſembled, he ſaid, the ficſt ſcene 
in the fifth act, when ſome important tranſaction, or 
circumſtance, affecting the chief perſonages in the 
drama, comes to be revealed, and points directly 
to the denouement. This plan had been long vilible, 
and, however covertly hid, or artfully held back out of 
ſight, was uniformly adopted, and ſteadily purſued : 
it was nothing leſs than robbing America of her fran- 
chiſes, as a previous ſtep of introducing the ſame 
ſyſtem of government in this country, and, in fine, of 


O ſpreading 
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ſpreading arbitrary dominion over all the territories 
belonging to the Britiſh Crown. 


Same Day. 
Mr. Fox dwelt a conſiderable time on the inva- 
luable advantages derived from the Habeas Corpus act, 


which he called the great Palladium of the liberties 
of the ſubject, expreſſing, at the ſame time, his aſto- 


niſhment, in the boldeſt and moſt animated terms, 
at the ixſolence and temerity of the Miniſter, who 
could thus dare to ſnatch it from the people, by a 
mandate manufactured by himſelf, though ſanction- 
ed by the Sign Manual. 


Same Day. 
Mr. Fex ſaid, the Miniſter is credulous in the ex- 
treme, becauſe he is fearful; and he 1s fearful, from 


a conſciouſneſs of his crimes. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, I am not ſurpriſed at any thing. 
The tone of the Miniſter is become firm, loud, and 
deciſive, He has already aſſured us, in this Houſe, 
that he has nearly ſubdued America, and from what 
we are able to collect, he means to extend bis conqueſts 
nearer home. 


April 16, 1777. 


On a motion for paying the King's Debts. 


Mr. Burke was tevere upon the noble Lord (Lord 
Nori), and faid, that the time of bringing in this 
: demand 


} 
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demand was full of indecency and impropriety; that, 
when we were going to tax every gentleman's houſe 


in England, even to the ſmalleſt domeſtic accom- 
modation, and to accumulate burthen upon burthen, 
nothing but a ſervility of the Houſe, and a thorough 
confidence in it, and an experience in our careleſſneſs 
with regard to all our affairs, could make the Miniſ- 
ter deſperate enough to tell us, 18 in ſuch a time we 
had not provided ſufficiently for the ſplendour of the 
Crown. 


Same Day. 


Mr. Fox, after deſcribing what he termed the wan- 
ton profuſion of Miniſters, for a ſeries of years back, 
in the ſeveral great departments of ſtate, and the 
ſhameful prodigality which prevailed in the diſpoſi- 
tion of the revenues of the civil liſt, predicted a 
day of reckoning, when probably the Minifer would 
be brought to the puniſhment be deſerved. 


April 18. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, Sir Robert Walpole was deemed the 


father of corruption; the preſent Miniſter is his equal, 


if not in abilities, at leaſt in his art of managing Par- 
liaments, He has improved on the founder of this 
corrupt ſyſtem; he has carricd it to infinitely a 
greater extent: but, then, he has had the addreſs to 


loſe balf the empire, as one of the fir # happy conſequences 
of his experimental improvements. 


CS: 


May 
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May 14. 

Lord North obſerved, that the expences of the Ame- 
rican war were certainly enormous, but they were ne- 
ceſſury; and that the arts of egg men (looking at a 

certain Right Honourable Gentleman) had wrought 
upon our ſubjects in that country to throw off her 
obedience and conſtitutional dependency on this, and 
to reſiſt our lawful authority by an appeal to arms. 


November 25. 


Mr. Burke ſeverely reprobated the contract the 
Miniſter had formed with the Princelings of Germany 
as mean and humiliating, and expreſſed his aſto- 
niſnment that the Miniſter had condeſcended to the 


indignity and vileneſs of courting the * of a 
few traders in buman fleſh. 


| November 26. 

Mr. Fex ſaid, that the faithful page of Hiſtory 
would hand down to poſterity the pufillanimity of a 
Miniſter, who conſeated to ſet Spain the example of 
diſarming, though the honour of the navy, and con- 
ſequently of the nation, had been violated, when 
the rudder of an Engliſh man of war was forcibly 
taken from her at Port Egmont. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Burke was warmed at the idea of ſuſpending 
the Habeas Corpus Af, and ſaid it would enable the 
Ainiſter to cut down the fence of liberty, and en- 
ſlave every Britiſh ſubject. 


November 
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November 28. 


Mr. Burke ſaid, that he had never heard the no- 
ble Lord (Lord North) behave with ſo much can- 
dour, generoſity, and ſpirit, as he had ſhewn in agree- 
ing with his friend (Mr. F.x*s) requeſt for laying 


before the Houſe certain papers. He had publiſhed 


a bond wherein he granted all; but in the end was 
inſerted a little defeaſance, with a power of revoca- 
tion, by which he preſcrved himſelf from the exe- 
cution of every grant he had made. His con- 
duct, he ſaid, reminded him of a certain Governor, 
who, when he arrived at the place of appointment, 
ſat down to a table covered with profuſion, and 
abounding with every dainty and delicacy that art, 
nature, and a provident ſteward could furniſh : but 
a pigmy phyſician, who watched over the health of 
the Governor, excepted to one diſh, becauſe it was 
diſagreeable ; to another, becauſe it was hard of di- 
geſtion; to a third, becauſe it was unhealthy ; and 
in this progreſſive mode robbed the Governor of 
every diſh on table, and left him without a dinner ; 
alluding to Cervantes humorous account of Sancho 
Panza, in his government of Barataria. | 


Same Day. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that ever ſince the Miniſter had pre- 
ſided, the moſt violent, ſcalping, tomahawk mea- 
ſures have been purſued—bleeding has been his only 
preſcription. If a people deprived of their antient 
rights 
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rights are grown tumultuous—bleed them! If they 
are attacked with a ſpirit of inſurrection - leed them ! 
If their fever ſhould riſe into rebellion—B#leed they ! 
cries this State Phyfician : more blood! more blocd ! 
ſtill more blood! When Doctor Sangrado (laid he) 
had perſevered in a ſimilar practice of bleeding his 
paticnts—killing by the very means which he had 
uſed for a cure—his man took the liberty of remon- 
ſtrating upon the neceſſity of relaxing in a practice to 
which thouſands of their patients had fallen ſacrifices, 
and which was begianing to bring their names into 
diſrepute. The Doctor anſwered, © I believe we 
have carried the matter a little too far; but you 
mult know that I have written a book upon the effi- 
cacy of the practice; therefore, though every pa- 
tient we have ſhould die by it, we muſt continue the 
bleeding for the credit of the book,” 


December 3. 


Mr. Burke expreſſed the tumult and i. 
in bis breaſt, occaſioned by the information given to 


the Houſe by the Miniſter. A whole army com- 


pelled to lay down their arms, and receive laws 


from their enemies, was a matter ſo new, that he 


doubred if ſuch another inſtance could be found ia 
the annals of hiſtory. The effrontery with which it 
was told, excited no leſs aſtoniſhment than indigna- 
tion. Ignorance had ſtamped every ſtep taken in the 
courſe of the expedition; but it was the ignorance 


of 
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f they of the Miniſter, and not to be — to General 
them! Burgoyne. 
them! Same Day. 
locd! Mr. Fox expreſſed his happineſs at being prevented 
d he) from ſpeaking immediately after the fatal ridings 
g his that had attended General Burgoyne, Rage and 
1 indignation ſo ſwayed his breaſt at that time, that, 
1 if he had attempted to ſpeak, his words muſt have 
e unintelligible. An army of 10, ooo men had 
fices, been deſtroyed through the ignorance, the wiltul 
into ignorance and incapacity of the noble Lord; and ic 
1 called ſo loudly for vengeance, that, if no one elſe 
you would move it, he would take upon him the taſk of 
ef. moving directly for an inquiry into the affair. 
pa- December 5. 
be Mr. Burke ſaid, the noble Lord (Lord North) 
ſcemed to contrive the moſt lame, abſurd, and incon- 
ſiſtent meaſures, to give him an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing his aptitude for defence, and his quickneſs at reply. 
m—_ December 10. 
* Lord North ſaid, he did not yet deſpair of gaining 
_ America |! 
"wy Same Day. 
he Mr. For ſaid, the noble Lord in the Blue Ribbon 
To (Lord North) had diſcovered the prettieſt method 
* imaginable to recover America, It was, he would 
228 confeſs, a new way; but what of that? It is a 
he forcible, and, for that reaſon, a ſucceſsful one? How 
8 does his Lordſhip mean to treat? Why, we have 
of been 
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been beaten pretiy tolerably. One General, and his 
army, are loſt; the other is ſurrounded, and in dan- 
ger: when the other ſhall be loſt, then will be the 
time to treat. We have been unſucceſsful almoſt in 
every thing; but it ſeems, by the noble Lord's new 
logic, we have not yet been unſucceſsful enough. 
He was very ſevere on his want of candour, and his 
eternally ſhifting his ground, ſo as never to permit 
himſelf to be tied down to any engagement. If 
treaty is ſpoken of, his Lordſhip wiſhes for it, and 
the end e by it; if war is ſpoken of, his 
Lordſhip\-promiſes ſucceſs: in ſhort, whether it be 
conqueſt, unconditional ſubmiſſion, treaty, concilia- 
tion, taxation, ſovereignty, or treating with rebels 
with arms in their hands, he is for every one of them, 
and for none of them, but that which anſwers im- 
mediately the temporary purpoſes of debate; that of 
voting in a majority; of keeping his place, by keep- 
ing his friends together; of urging the violent, 


ſoftening his antagoniſts, and meeting exactly the 


ideas of the moderate. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Burke was remarkably ſevere on Lord North, 
and dwelt upon his Lordſhip's expreſſion, that he 
meant to make propoſitions of peace; and appealed 
to the good ſenſe, experience, and obſervation of the 
Houſe, whether it was within the moſt diſtant views 
of probability to expect that he, whoſe impotence, in- 
capacity, obfinacy, or inaitention, had been che cauſe 
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of every meaſure, no matter whether it was accom. 
modation or coercion, was the proper perion to pro- 
pole any meaſure leading any way. The plea, he 
contended, was monſtrous ; the expectation in the 
higheſt degree improbable and abſurd. 


*. 


Same Day. 


Mr. Fox controverted every thing that had been 
ſaid by the noble Lord (Lord North), and ſeemed, 
from motives of generous pity, to direct his galling 
attacks againſt the great Hnancier, ſooner than preſs 
too cloſely on the American Miniſter. He repro- 
bated the idea of the noble Lord's offering himſelf 
to be a negociator, being, he ſaid, well convinced 
that the Americans would never liſten to any treaty 


coming from his Lordſhip. He was obnoxious to 


them; and if he perſiſted in retaining his ſtation as 
Aliniſter, it would moſt certainly prevent every ac- 
commodation, which came recommended to them by 
a man whom they ſuſpected, deteſted, and deſpiſcd. 


| Same Day. 

Mr. Burke took notice of the zeal of the noble Lord, 
(Lord North), and the warmth of his bolom tor the 
public weal. He ſuppoſed it to be that zea/, warmih, 
and ardour, that had induced him to MA if not de- 
viſe, the raiſing of men without the knowledge of Par- 
liament, and by that means to act unconſtitution- 
ally for the good of bis country. 


D Sen 
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Same Day. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, the noble Lord (Lord North) re— 
minded him ot Pericles, who, exhauſted with misfor— 
tune, waſted with diſeaſe, and lingering with pain, 
walked abroad, bedecked with amulets, charms, and 
ſaws of old women. The loan, now unfilled, and un- 
Paid, was his diſeaſe, and the charitable contribu- 
tions of his friends were his amulets and charms. He 
was ready to grant, that voluntary donations might 


be fairly interpreted as proofs of a people's affection, 


but they were no leſs fo of their real poverty. Pri- 
vate and public life exhibited pregnant proofs, that 
{olicitations on one hand, or benevolences on the 
other, were the common effects of pride, poverty, 
and pity. 
Same Day. | 

Mr. Burke laid, that the uſe the noble Lord (Lord 
North) employed the word conſtitution in, brought to 
his recollection Dean Swift's application of Whithhed, 
a proſtitute Iriſh crown lawyer's motro on his coach, 
Libertas & natale ſelum ; which would be applied by 
every man according as his own ideas led him, or as 
his intereſt pointed out. Juſt ſo with the noble Lord 
(Lord Norte); the idea annexed to the word confſtitu- 
tion by him was very different from its true import in 
a limited monarchy. He might mention it as often 
as he pleaſed, and ring the changes upon the conſeitu- 
tion, conſtitutional, &c, but he might as well vainly 
expect, that his garter would preſerve him from the 
gour, or his ribbon expe} a fever, as to imagine, that 
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to proſtitute the word conflitution would prevent an 
inveſtigation into bis conduft at ſume future period. 


% 


* 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, it would be happy for the Mniſter, 
if the laſt war could be forgotten; to the end that 
the contraſt of the preſent diſgraces might not ſtrike 
the nation ſo ſtrongly, and render the Minifter, the 
contriver of our misfortunes, the execration of the 
People. 

January 22, 1778. 

Lord North ſaid, that if the Honourable Gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) had not ſpoke treaſon, he had gone very 
near it. | 

January 27. | 

Mr. Fox animadverted on an expreſſion made in the 
Houle ſome time ago by the noble Lord, “that be 
% was an unfortunate Miniſter.” He played upon the 


word above an hour, and in the courle of his ipeech 


recapitulated every miſtake, or ſuppoſed error in the 
Miniſter, with the continued repetition of this expreſ- 


ſion, If the noble Lord bad been jo fortunate as to have 


e done this, or if be had not been ſo unfortunate as to 
© have miſtaken that, neither the Nation, nor the Miniſ- 
ger, would bave expoſed themſelves to the neceſſity of 
© an inquiry.” | 
= | February 6. 
Mr. Burke ſhewed the monſtrous expence of em- 
ploying the Indians; that one Indian foldier coſt as 


much as five of the beſt regular European troops ; 


D 2 but 
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but the Miniſter thought that 7bumanity and murder 
could not be bought too dear. 


March 9. 
Lord Nori poſitively denied that any war could 
break out between this country and France. 


March 19. 
Mr. Fox thought Lord North's ignorance of a treaty 
having been ſigned between France and America, de- 
terved a cenſure of the higheſt nature. 


May 6. 

Mr. Fox aſked the Houſe, if any man in his ſenſes 
would give a vote of credit to a Miniſter, who was al- 
ways the 44% who learned what he ſhould have been 
the f-/z to know? : 

Same Day. 

Mr. Fox faid, it was impoſlible to eſtimate the guilt 
of a Miniſter, who could tamely ſuffer an hoſtile 
ſquadron to carry unmolefted deſtruction to the Bri- 


tiſh army in America. The diſgrace of a Burgoyne | 


was, it ſeems, to be atoned by the defeat of a Howe ; 


and the want of information reſpecting the Franco- 


American treaty is compenſated in the ignorance of 
D' Eſtaing's ſailing and deſtination. Was there any 
thing more wanted to ſeal the fatal character of the 
preſent inauſpicious Miniſtry? or could he any longer 
hope to be truſted with the treaſures of a nation he 
had to ſhamefully betrayed, and of whoſe ſituation 
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even the noble Lord himſelf ſeemed to ente :uin very 


little confidence ? 
Same Day. 


Mr. Burke ſaid, it was idle to pretend that the de- 
itination of the Toulun fleet had been ſo long a 
ſecret, or that it was criminal, if true. "American 
pilots had long been engaged to conduct it; but we 
had loſt the advantage cf the wind by the crime of 
the Miniſter. Were we thergfore to give our purſe- 
ſtrings to his will, and retire in confidence to culti- 
vate our gardens, ſmooth our lawns, and aſſume the 
little offices of ruſtic magiſtracy? Could we truſt 
the ſole guidance of the ſhip of ſtate to a pilot, 
whom we have lately detected in the baſeſt torpor 
whilſt the danger threatened—who left her to the 
mercy of the waves, quitting the decks in the very 
moment that called for his ſkill and activity and 
who was not to be found when the ſquall came on? 
Alas! the rudder was laſhed, and Palinurus gone to 
ſleep! 
Same Day. 

Mr. Burke lamented that his country ſhould be re- 
duced to the poor dependence of hopes and prayers, 
the arms of old women; and that a Britiſh Miniſter, 
inſtead of acting the ſtateſman, and timely exerting 
the ſtrength of the nation, ſhould dwindle into a 
prieſt, and piouſly offer up his prayers for the ſalva- 
tion of his country! 

May 28. 
Mr. Burke charged Lord North, in the moſt direct 


terms, with be loſs of America. 
November 
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November 20, 
now that views of Lacceeding to 
ſoine dt the otitis of ſtate will be aſſigned as the 


motives of my conduct in oppoſing the Miniſter ; 


Mr. Fey fad 


7 
4 1 


but we are now in fuch a ſituation as to make me 
neglect iuch conüderations. 
ble than I am of the neceſſity of unanimity at this 
Juacture, and | wiſh i had an opportunity of ſup— 
porting a Minider with juſtice to my country; but 
that can never be with the preſent one. I know him 
too well ;9 du jo; and will, as my duty directs, give 
him every oppolition that my fituation, my oppor- 
tuaitics, and my talents, whatever they may be, will 
enable me. I know that my doing fo will be called 


clogging the wheels of government, at a time when 


they ought to be aſſiſted by every man; but we are 
reduced to that paradoxical ſituation, that I muſt 
cauf-of two evils, for they have not left us any 
power of chuſing any good: it is a paradox, in fact, 
ani 1 will tike that part which apprars to me to be, 
though bid, the bett; | will conſequently uſe all 
my abilities to remove the prefent Miniſter, by uſing 
every means in my power to cg him in the Houlr, 
to cg him cur of the Houle, and to cleg every thing 
he engages in, while he fills that place he fo much 
diſgraccs. I will do lo, becauſe I think this is leſs 
ruinous thin to ſubmit any longer to his blundering 
auminiliation, and his blundering {yſtem of palitics. 


Same 


[A. 1778. 
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Same Dar. | 
Mr. Lex ſaid, his Majeſty in his ſpeech tells you, 
that your efforts have not been attended with all the 
ſucceſs whicn the juſtice of our cauſe, and the vigeur 
of our exertions, ſcemed to promiſe. The ſpeech, on 
all hands, is allowed to be the ſpetcch of the Miniſter; 
it is parliamentary to conſider it ſo; and 1 will tell 
the noble Lord, that that is not , that it is not 
founded, and that the fpeeck is fa{j?;, that you had 
more ſucceſs than you delerved, and that you ought 
to be happy at the iſſue of your exertions, and con- 
rented that things are no worſe: you had every ſuc- 
ceſs that could be expected from the noble Lord, and 
more, for vou have eſcaped : your fleet was ſent 
out under the brave and able Commander Admiral 
Keppel; twenty fail only to meet thirty (hips of the 
line; the fleet on which your dependence reſted, and 
which alone ſtood between you and an invaſtion: the 
noble Lord (Lord Nertb) gave every chance of its 
being deſtroyed by inequality in numbets, and your 
navy at one blow totally ruinec. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Tex ſaid, the noble Lerd in the blue ribbcn 
(Lord North) made it a point of his honour to Keep 
in his office year after year, though his adminiſtration 
had been a ſerics of misforiuncs to his country; and 
in the very moment of additional calamities, he goes 
into the cabinet, and adviſes his Sovereign to beſtow 
on him a molt lucrative vacant place, /e /"arderffup 


of 
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of the Cinque Ports. And why? Becauſe, in another 


year, the Crown might have nothing left to sive, 


it his Lordſhip continued to govern. 


December 10. 

Mr. Fox remarked upon the propoled impartiality 
of the noble Lord in the blue ribbon (Lord North), 
and the directive ſpirit that inſpired his political con- 
duct as firſt Miniſter. Every kind of propeſition for 


raiſing a regiment, and every propoſer, came equally | 


well recommended to him; he was ready to meer 
every man on his own ground ; he that came for mo- 


ney ſhould have it, and he that deſired none ſhould 
be bound to his bargain. 


The noble Lord ſaid, no partiality had been ſhewn. 
He could tell one inſtance at leaſt, which directly 
centradicted that aſſertion. A noble relation of his 
(the Duke of Richmond) had offered to raiſe a regi- 
ment without a ſingle ſhilling of expence to Govern- 
ment, but his offer had been refuſcd. Not that 
either; it was treated with a ſilent contempt, for a 
ſyllable of anſwer was never returned, not ſo much 
as to acknowledge the reccipt of the letter. 


Same Dav. 

Mr. Fox was ſarcaſtically ſcvere on the Miniſter 
for affecting to open the motion by way of avaiding 
confuſion, who had ſhewn no ſcruples in involving a 
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whole Continent in the worlt ſtate of confuſion an 
empire ever experienced. 


December 11. 
Mr. Fox believed there was a fatality in the Ame- 


rican war, which correſponded with that of Xe xes 


againſt Greece. Lord North he compared to the 
Miſter of that Prince, who, vindicating himſelt, 
might have ſaid, 1 promiſed tu build a bridge over 
the Helleſpont; I built it: I promiſed to fall 
through mount Athos; I ſailed through it: I pro- 


miſed to ſupply your army with all neceſſaries; 1 per- 


formed my promiſe: and yet the whole army of 
near two millions of men mouldered away; Perſia 
was ſtripped of its inhabitants, and its reſources ex- 
hauſted ; and Greece, notwithſtanding, maintained its 


independence. 


March 3, 1779. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, the Miniſter had evaded every thing 
which could poſſibly lead to an inquiry into his con- 
duct, by refuſing every document for his acquittal or 
conviction; every thing that might lead to proofs 
of his guilt or innocence. 


March 8. 
Mr. Fox begged leave to anticipate one of Lord 
North's great arguments, or rather pillars of debate. 
Says the noble Lord, I was not the author of the 


Ameiican war, America rebelled. I am not an- 
BED ſwerable 
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ſwerable for the French war; it was the perfidy of 
France that made her abet our rebellious ſubjects, I 


did not <:courage the Boſtonians to deſtioy tac tea, nor 
to riſ-, nor to fight, to declare themielves independent, 
&c.” though the nobie Lord is conſcious th1! did 
not take a ſingle ſtep through the whole buſinc is, that 
the next on the part of America, ur France, was not 
literally foretold : which amounts juſt to this, the 
noble Lord confounds the cauſe with the effec; he 
preſumes that the effect took place before the cauſe, 
and that the cauſe followed the effett. 


When the firſt diſturbances, relative to the deſtruc- 
tion of the tea ſent to America, broke out in that 
country, the noble Lord's language in the blue rib- 
bon was, Paſs the Boſton Port-Bill, and the ne- 
ceſſities of the people will oblige them to ſubmit.“ 
Well, the noble Lord was miſtaken, the people did 
not ſubmit. Says the noble Lord again, “Send 
a few regiments, and force the Port-Bill down the 
throats of the diſcontcnted and the mutinous with 
powder and ball :” that recipe not proving efficacious, 
fays the noble Lord, We will hold out terms to 
them ;” which gave birth to his Lordſhip's celebrated 
conciliatory plan. The conciliatory propoſition was, 
however, treated with the contempt and deriſion which 
it merited. It imported this, Give us as much as 
you pleaſe, we will accept of it, and take afterwards 
as much as we think fit in addition :” that is,“ Give 
us ſomething, and we will then ſcramble for as much 

more 
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more as we Can get of you, either by force or ſtra 
tagem.” The noble Lord, finding himſelf baſſſed in 
all his. plans, at length grew angry and diſguſted. 
The whole force of this country was to be tried ; the 
moſt vigorous meaſures were to be purſued, every 
thing was to be carried by the hand of ſtrength, and 
America was to be brought to the feet of Great Bri- 
tain, in a ſtate of unconditional ſubmiſſion. This 
high, this boaſttul language preved as vain-glorious, 
and the attempt as unproſperous as any other, to bul/y 
and deceive, to cheat and frighten ! 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, the Miniſter ated under the domi- 
nion of the groſſeſt and dulleſt ignorance, and was, 
therefore, unworthy of public truſt or confidence; 
or, from ſiniſter, concealed, or corrupt motives, and 
further urged by ſome powerful criminal influence 
operating upon his mind, had wilfully miſled, 
and, by a ſtudied ſeries of deluſions, and a precon- 
certed plan of impoſitions, had imperceptibly drag- 


ged, or rather allured, this infatuated country, to 
the very verge of deſtruction. 


This was a dilemma, from which neither the blind 
confidence, or ſtudied plauſibility, of the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon, could extricate him. The 
alternative was, the Miniſter was either ignorant, or 
treacherous. If ignorant, was there a gentleman in 
that Houſe, who would truſt his neareſt and deareſt 

1 concerns 
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concerns to ſuch a man? If treacherous,“ where was 
the man who would be mad enough to truſt his 
molt important concerns to a man, who, he was per- 
ſuaded, would ſacrifice him to his own d/fboneft and 
corrupt views ? 

Same Day. 

Mr. Burke was ſevere upon the language of the 
noble Lord in the blue ribbon, relative to the collec- 
tive reſponſibility of Miniſters, and the 7ndroraual 
irreſponſibility of each, for matters tranſacted in his 
reſpective department ; a language, he contended, 
equally new in that Houte, and out of it; for it 
amounted, in fat, to an avowed irreſponlibility, 


both i#d;vidually and collectiveſy. The Chancellor, the 


Secretaries of State, the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury or 
| Admiralty, according to this doctrine, might do 
or ſuffer any thing, without being amenable to the 
Parliament or Nation. It they are over-ruled in the 
Cabinet, ſays the noble Lord, they cannot be re- 
ſpenlible ; it they are not over-ruled, neither can 
they be retponſible: fo that whatever any Miniſter 
had done, or hereafter might do, he was by no means 
anſwerable for; becauſe the evil or miſchief tranſacted 
was trauſacted in the company of others. Who are 
thoſe others? That no man can tell; the adviſers 
of the Crown are enjoined to ſecrecy. They may be 
the adviſers or abettors of the greatelt of all poſ- 
fibic wiichiefs, or any Member of a Committee or 
Ccuncil may conſent to be the inſtrument of carry- 
ing it into execution; bur what of that? The in- 


- ſtrument 
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ſtrument may perpetrate the miſchief, though, as one 
of the King's adviſers, he may dilapprove of it, with 
impunity : it he is a mover in it, he 1s equally be- 
yond the reach of public juſtice, or parliamentary 
cenſure; becaule it cannot be deemed bis act, but 
that of the Majority to whom it is prpoſed. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, the noble Lord in the blue rib- 
bon, in his uſual pithy and humorous manner, te- 
lated a ſay ing of the late Sir Godfrey Kneller, that a 
thief was not to blame; but the perſon who left 
the thing ſtolen in his way, which operated as a temp- 
tation to him to commit the criminal act. He beg- 
ged leave to tell another ſtory, he hoped no leſs hu- 
morous and applicable. 'Two mea with cloaks went 
to an eating-houſe, and one of them ſtole a piece of 
fleſh meat, and concealed it under his cloak.—Oh ! 


| ſaid the maſter to one of them, you are the thiet ; 


reſtore me my mear. No, ſays the thiet, I am not; 
I give you leave to ſearch, having previouſly ſhifted 
it to his companion. The latter being queſtioned in 
the ſame manner, returaed it with equal dextcrity to 
his colleague. So it was with the confidential ſer- 
vants of the Crown ;—if any one of them is charged 
perſonally, it is not his act, but that of his brother 
adviſers; and if the whole body-is charged, another 
riſes and anſwers for his ſhare only, but leaves the 
nation to find out and ſearch for the real authors : 
for the noble Lord tells you, that every thing is de- 

termined 
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termined by a majority not known, nor whom no 
perſons but themſelves are ever permitted to know, 


March 11. 
Oa a motion for excluding Contractors. 


Mr. Fex ſaid, the parliamentary effect of contract- 
ing was two-fold, and both the action and re· action 
tended to deſtroy the independence of the Houſe. 
He then ſtated the mutual obligation between the 
Contractor and the Miniſter. The noble Lord in the 
blue ribbon ſaid, firſt, to the Contractor, I give you 
a good contract, on condition that you give me a good 
vote:” and, in the ſecond place, the Contractor re- acts 
upon the Miniſter, © I have given you a good vote, 
give me a good contract; I voted for you the other 
night, in direct contradiction to my ſenſes ; I voted 
that we had forty-two ſhips ready for ſea, when we 
had but fix; and I voted that the French fleet did 
not conſiſt of thirty-two ſhips, when Admiral Kep- 
pel had but twenty; though both the facts lay upon 
the table. I have voted all iais to do you ſervice, 
and I expect you will not heſitate to do me the ſame 
favour, and give me a good thing ; therefore you 
muſt not quarrel with me for two-pence a gallon on 
rum, or a halfpenny on a loaf of bread.” 


And ſays the Miniſter to another, You know I 
gave you an advantageous contract, worth to you 
20,0001. therefore I muſt have a ſure vote in you.” 
Here is the worſt of all ties; a double influence, a re- 
ciprocity which is truly alarming, But perhaps the in- 
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ſignificant advantage of ſeventy five per cent. is no- 
thing in the conſideration of a huddling Treaſury 
Board, who have currency and ferling always at their 
elbow. 


March 18. 

Mr. Burke ſhewed the abſurdity of the arguments 
uſed by the Scotch, in juſtifying their violent con- 
duct; and expoſed the ſupineneſs of Government up- 
on the attacks of the Scotch rioters on the peace and 
property of his Majeſty's Popiſh ſubjects in that part 
of the empire. He hoped that Government was not 
dead, but aſeep. At this moment he looked directly 
at Lord North, who was aſleep, and ſaid in the ſcrip- 
ture phraſe, Brother Lazarus is not dead, but 
feepeth.” The laugh upon this occaſion was not 
more loud on one ſide the Houſe than on the other. 


Same Day. 
Mr. Fox charged the noble Lord (Lord North) in 
the blue ribbon with an act of public perfidy, with a 
breach of a ſolemn ſpecific promiſe. He reminded 


| the Houſe, that, in February, 1775, his Lordſhip 


moved his conciliatory propoſition, and pledged his 
honour to the Houſe and nation, that he would never 
agree to any meaſure which would go to enlarge the 
offers therein made; yet, at the end of three years, 
after ſacrificing thirty millions of money, and thirty 
thouſand lives, his Lordſhip, in the ſame aſſembly, nor 
only ſolemnly renounced all claim to ſuperiority, re- 


venue, and internal legiſlation, but conſented, by 
the 
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the mouth of his commiſſioners, to the giving up the 
monopoly of the American trade, the appointn ent 
of governors, and all ſubordinate officers; and the 
royal prerogative of keeping up or fending un army 
in any part of the empire his Majeſty may think pro- 


per. 
Same Day. 
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Mr. Fox animadverted on the conduct of the noble 
Lord (Lord Nertb), whoſe arrogence, he ſaid, was 
unpardonable. His unreſerved contempt of the whole 


body of the people of England without doors, was 
no leſs ungenerous than indecent. 


To treat his beſt | 


benetaCtors in ſo haughty a ſtyle, as to lump them 
indiſcriminately under the appellation of populace, 
and coffee-bouſ? rei ders, was a language that did not 


become any Member of that Houſe, much leſs a Mi- 


niſter, who, to be able to ſerve his country, ſhould 


always endeavour to make himſelf popular, and ſe- 


cure the good opinion of the people in his favour ; 
much leſs a Miniſter, who had led them into thoſe 
dirty ways, which it would be very difficult to wade 


through, without the utmoſt danger of ſurrounding | 


perils. 


Same Day. 
Mr. Burke ſaid, that the noble Lord (Lord Nertb 


had nor only broke his word to that Houſe, in every 
ſingle promiſe he gave, but likewiſe to the only duti- 
ful Province in America, that of Nova Scotia. 


Same Day. 
Mr. Burke laughed at the pretended exertion and 


vigour of the Miniſter, ridiculing Lord North's per- 
ſonal 
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nal character of indolence, which, he ſaid, was to 
be taken as the barometer of minitterial exertion, and 
miniſterial vigour. He declared, that, to far from aim- 
ing at the places of the preſent Miniſtry, they were not 


worth accepting, and were places of great danger. 


A. 1779.1 


April 28. 

Mr. Fox brought the whole controverſy on the 
American war to this iſſue— The commanders have 
done their duty, they want to prove it. Miniſters 
are conſcious of their incapacity and guilt, they at- 
tempt to evade; they ſhrink and fiy from the inquiry, 
conſcious, that, if gone into, it mult terminate in their 
diſmiſſion, and conſequent puniſhment, 


May 3. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he believed in his conſcience, that 
ir would have been happy for his countrv, that the 
noble Lord in the blue ribbon (Lord North) bad ne- 


ver been born. 
May 6. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, the noble Lord (Lord North), who 
had been with ſo much propriety compelicd to fir 
down, was moleſt enough, however contradictory 
it might be to ſome of his aſſertions, to acknowledge 
it; but ſays the noble Lord, the Oppoſition it is 
that has created and fomented all the diſcontents. Is 
the noble Lord ſerious, or has he ratlir had recourte 
to his celebrated argument of tu gage? © It was 
not I that did it, but it was you.” Such an an- 

| F ſwer 
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ſwer is ji. ſt on a line with the noble. Lord's polite- 
neſs, and wit, and picalaitry. Ile has a Qrcat ex- 
am ple in th's line of debate; the noble Lord, 1 mean, 
in the blu ribbon, H: is ſomcetimes more angry than 
hi noble friend (Lord George Germaine), and, when 
he pleaſes, be can be clmeft as Wits. 


May 12. 
Lord North very warmly infiſted upon it, that 
every national calamity had its ſource in the Oppuſi- 
tion ſupported by tbe Right Honourable Gentlcnian. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, to the abuſive part of the noble 
Lord's ſpeech, he had but one antwer to give, ap— 
plicable to Adminiſtration in a body: that Oppoſli- 
tion were well warranted to reply to them, in the 
words of a celebrated author (Swift's Gulliver), a 
little altered and enlarged, where, at the concluſion 
of his well-known Travels, he ſays, he could bear 
them well caough, in lome reſpects; he could make 
allowances for their incapacity, tolly, corruption, 
love of place and emolument ; he could pity theri 
for their blunders, their wants, their weaknefles, and 
grols ſtupidity ; he felt for their miſcrable ſituation, 
knowing not whether to ruſh headlong on certain 
ruin, or retreat with ſafety; but, deſpicable, unprin- 
cipled, and deteſted, as they were, he had learned 
nevertheleſs to treat their perſons with reipect : yet 
when ſuch men grew inſolent and abuſive, urged 
their claus of merit, for what they deſerve an ve; 
when 
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when he beheld ſuch men, in the very midſt of theſe 
dire diſaſters and national misfortunes, endeavouring 
to contend that tioſe r.1-torrures do rot ex ſt, or, if 
they do, that they ought juſtly and fulcly to be at- 
tributed to Oppoſition ; 4% ſee a lump of deformity and 
diſeaſe (looking at L-rd Novb), of folly and wicked- 
neſs, of 1enorance and temerity, ſmitten with pride, 
immediately b:ie.ks all meaſures of patience; it 
being hardly conceivable, that ſo much pride, vice, 
and folly, could exiſt in the lame animal. 


June 11. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon 
(Lord North) now talked of treating with Congreſs ; 
formerly his language was, that he would treat with 
America, and not with Congreſs. 


June 16. 

Lord North ſaid, that Count d'Almadovar, the 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador, had juſt delivered to Lord 
Weymouth, one of his Majelty's Secretaries of State, 
a Manitcſto, from the Court of Spain; which, with a 
Meſſage from his Majeſty, he ſhould lay before che 
Houſe. The Ambaſſador, he ſaid, had been recalled. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Burke reminded the noble Lord (Lord North) 
in particular, and the miniſterial fide in general, how 
light they had made of the probability of ſuch an 
event. Whenever we have talked of a Spaniſh war, 


in addition to that of France and America, with what 
contempt has the Miniſter heard it! with what ſcorn 
has 


F 2 


(A. 1779. 


3 THE BEAUTIES OF 


has he ſcoured the idea! Good God ! with what joy 
is it that he has triumphed, as it were, in our igno— 


rance and folly! Spain, we were told, time after 


time, could Lave no i tereſt in joining our encmies. 


After progceding ſome time in this ſtrain, the Ho- 
nourable G:nt.eman was called to order by the 
Speaker, who aſked him, if he Lad any metion 10 
mak ? it not, he could nut ſuffer him to proceed. 


Nir. Borte 1-id, Sir, I caul make a motian— THE 
IM LELACHMENT or Tur Mix1s:7t# (pointing to 
Lord rb) WOULD BZ A VERY PROPER ONE. 


June 22. 

Mr. F:x faid, the noble Lord (Lord North), after 
owning that we had no foreign alliances, had tri- 
ump..anly ſpoken of uranimity, and congratulated 
Grotiemen on that fide of the Houf., upon having 
allied themiclves with thoſe that fat on the other. 
Tuis was an affertion tor which there was not the 
Ima.le{t foundation; and it was impoſſible for him 


to ſtate, in any phraſe that language would admit of, 


the ſhock he felt wien he ventured to ſuggeſt what 
was mutt exceedingly grating to his ears, and, he 
dou-»ted aut, to thoſe of every Gentleman who fat 
near hiv. What! enter into an alliance with thoſe 
very {ers who had betraycd their country, who 
had proftituced the public ſtrength, who had proſti- 
tuted the public wealth, who had proſtituted, what 
was yet more valuable, the glory of the nation! 


+ 11 IDEA WAS TOO MONSTROUS TO BE ADMITTED 
| ron 


& 
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at joy FOR A MomenT! Gentlemen muſt have foregone 
igno- their princeples, and have given up their honour, 
after BEFORE THEY COULD HAVE APPROACHED THE 
5 THRESHOLD or AN ALLIANCE SO ABOMINABLE, 
Ho- SO SCANDALOUS, AND SO DISGRACEFUL |! 
the Same Day. 
on to Lord North ſaid, the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
d. Tous, after reprobating the whole of my public con- 
ea du „ 15 pleaſed to hold out ſeveral ſtrong induce- 
1's to m-nts for me to retire from public buſineſs. He 
offers mc a full indemnity for all my paſt crimes 
an i tr inſgreſſions, as a public man; for which I am 
greatly indebted to him, though unfortunately I can- 
aſter not, or will not, follow the advice thus given me. 
tri- However, let me retire whenever I may, I ſhall have 
atecl the pl-aling reflection to conſole me, that I bave not 
"7 bettered my fortune a ſingle ſhilling. 
her. | 
July 2. 
4 Mr. Fox ſaid, he would take the opportunity of 
= ſ:ying a farewel word or two to the Miniſter, for the 


preicat ſeſſion. He attacked the noble Lord in the 


_ blue ribbon with * uſual aſperity, and begged he 
FI would not have the im per tinence to talk of unanimily 
( and ſpirit; becauſe, he ſaid, it was impertinent and 

Ry inſulting to the laſt degree, for any {et of men to re- 

ſti- commend that to others, of which hey were them- 

has ſelves incapable of holding out an example. 

n November 25. 

ED Mr. Fox ſaid, the noble Lord at the head of the 

9 = Treaſury 
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Treaſury could not ſurely be in earneſt, when he de- 
clared that the American war had nothing to do with 
Ireland. Did not that ill-fated project appear moſt 


conſpicuous in every circumſtance of the pref-nt 


What ſtripped Ircland 


ſituation of that kingdom ? 
of her troops? Was it not the American war ?— 
Wat brought on the hoſtilities of France, and put 
Ircland in fear of an invaſion? Was it not the Ame- 
tican war? — What gave Ireland an opportunity of 
eſtabliſhing a powerful and el army? Certaialy 
the American war: as much fo, as that the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon was accountable for the 
conſequeaces of it. | 


Same Day. 

Mr. Lex was extremely ſevere on the noble Lord 
in the blue ribbon, as Miniſter. The only chaace 
he had ever had of being right, was when the noble 
Lord departed from, or, rather, exprelsly contra- 


Gicted, his general line of conduct; it being always 


the fortune of th: noble Lord to fet our wrong, and 
truſt to chance for ſtriking into the right road. 


February 8, 1780. 

Mr. Burke ſail, my noble friend (Lord George 
Gordon) ſuppoſes | have been made a czt's paw by 
tie Miniſter. | Here Mr. Burke lauzhed very much.] 
I tuppoſe, ſaid he, that before people take a cat by 
the paw, they muſt have a pretty good opinion of 
the pliant and tractable nature of the particular ani- 
mal; for there are cats ſo tierce, indocile, and in- 

tractable. 
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tractable, that it would not be fate to meddie with 
their paws, Now I Co not know that the Miniſter 
has ever found me of a very pliant nature; and I 
believe be will never think of ſetging my pau. 


| February 11. 
Lord North ſaid, the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 


Fox) was a powerful advocate in any cauſe, however 


arduous and diſhcult. His rapidity of ſpeech, his 


ſeverity of cenſure, and choice of words, made him 


an enemy to be dreaded : for his part, he feared the 


Honourable Gentleman, as an antagoniſt —yet, not- 


withitanding this, he would rather have him for an 


opponent than a commenta!or. 


February 21. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, the noble Lord (Lord North) pro- 
digioully admi:ed his Flan oi Economy; but when 
any part of it came under conlideration, the noble 
Lord himicit was the firſt to condemu it. He liked 
the whole, but when it came to be divided, he was 
lure to condemn every thing. 

Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, with reſpect to the influence of the 
Creten, the people, he Knew, would have it leſſened; 
and, for his part, he was of opinion, Hat it oug bt to 
be ENTIRELY deſtroyed, 


March 3 
Mr. Burke adverted to « noble Lord's Lord 
Noritb's) oblervation, that he would ſpeak in the 
preler perfect ene, that he had been luppo: ted 
by 
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by the Country Gentlemen; and ſaid, the noble 
Lord need not be in danger of a grammatical 
error when he uſed any language; it was a foleciſm 
in politics he ought to take care to avoid; for he 
acted in direct oppoſition to all true ſenſe in politics, 
in dire oppoſition to every writer on G:ruernment, and 
to all bone t and diſboneſt peliticians the world ever pro- 
duced. 
March 21. 

Lord North having moved, © That notice be given 
that the capital ſtock or debt of 4,200,000]. and 
all arrears of annuity due and payable in reſpect 
thereof, from the Public, to the United Com- 
pany of Merchants trading to the Eaſt-Indies, 
be paid on the 5th of April, 1789, agrecable to 
the power of redemption in the ſaid act;“ 

Mr. Fox roſe to give a negative to the motion. He 
aſked, whether the noble Lord was not content with 
having loſt America ; or was he bent upon not quit- 
ting the ſituation in which he then ſtood, till he had 
reduced the Britiſh Empire to the confines of Greats 
Britain? What good could the preſent motion be 
attended with? cr, rather, what cvil might it not 
produce? The motion was a threat, and the idleſt 
of all poſſible menaces, becauſe it was made at a time 
when the noble Lord knew in his on mind, that 


he neither intended, nor was capable of carrying it 


L into execution. Why then throw it out, uxukss THE 


NOBLE LLonD WISHED TO RUIN 
Company's PQSSLSSIONS lu Is bia, AND 70 DFPRIVE 


ils 
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THIS COUNTRY OF THE AMPLE REVENUE SHE RE» 


_ CEIVED THROUGH THE COMMERCE AND TRADE OF 


THAT Company? It was ridiculous, it was dan- 
gerous to threaten, when men dared not perform 
what they threatened. Le. the noble Lord, let the 
Houle, turn their eyes to the probable conſequences 
of that threat. Goop Gop ! what a ſcene of anarchy 
and contuſion, diſtreſs and ruin, would it not occa- 
ſion! Suppoſing even for a moment that the noble 
Lord really intended putting his threat in execution, 
and was capable of doing it, muit not the public 
ſuffer conſiderably? Ho was the money to be paid 
off? Did not the noble Lord know, that he was 
obliged to pay the debt at par; and therefore, as the 
4, 200, oool. ſtood at the intereſt of bree per cent. 
and three per cents, were at /xty, the public muſt 
neceſſarily loſe a clear forly per cent. by every 1ool. 
they paid off. But how was the noble Lord to ſe- 
cure the revenues which the public were to derive 
from the territorial acquiſitions of the Company? 
How was he to get them home? Did not the noble 
Lord know that the Company was the beſt medium 
through which they would pals? Had he a plan 
for a new Company? And had he a deſign to eſta- 
bliſh a new Company on the ruins of the preſent 
one? Vas that the cle Lord's gratitude TO THOSE 
To WHOM HIS COUNTRY WAS SO 11:CHLY OBLIGED ? 


Same Day. 
Mr. Burke execrated the narrow idea of bargaining 
with the Eaſl-India Company as if we were treating 
G with 
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with an enemy, and on the ſuppoſition that we had 
a right to their territorial revenues. He reprobated 
the intention to give notice to the Company, accord- 
ing to the motion, às THE MOST WICKED, ABSURD, 
ABANDORED, PROFLIGATE, MAD, and DRUNKEN in- 
tention ever formed ! 


April 24. 

Mr, Fex ſaid, the Minilter himſelf, and his proſti- 
tute followers, ſpared no pains, had icrupled at no 
means to traduce, calummate, and lower the charac- 

er oi thule who oppoſed them. 


June 6. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he was a friend to order, but could 
not ſupport Government, becaule the Miniſter was 
acting upon a ſyſtem, that, however well a man 
might wiſh ro ſociety, he could not ſupport him; 
for he had diſſolved all the bands of ſociety, and 
had diſgraced every one who bad afed with, or 
under lim. i 5 

November 30. 

Mr. Fex laid, the noble Lord (Lord North) docs 
not vindicate Miniitry againſt the charge of treachery 
and talſhood, and his argument is this : Weare falle 
and treacherous, and we will not employ thoſe who 
know us to be fo, There may be ingenuity and wit 
in tuch replies; Laut there is little judgment. The 
Prime Mcnijter is contented with the praiſe of being able 
2 raiſe a laugh, 
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February 20, 1781, 

Mr. Burke ſaid, ſo many and ſuch great revolutions 
had happened of lat-, chat he was not much ſurpriſed 
to hear the loſs ot che ſup emacy of this country 
over Ireland ſpoken of as a matter of very little con- 
ſequence. Thus oe ſtar, and that the brightelt or- 
nament of Gur orrery, having been tuffered to be 
loſt; thoſe who were accuſtomed to inſpect and 
watch our. political heaven, ought not to wonder 
that it ſhould be followed by the lols of another.— 


So ſtar would follow ſtar, and ligfit and light, 
Till all was darknets, and eternal night. 


March 26. 

Mr. Fox went particularly into the contract that had 
been made for rum with Mr. Atkizſon. His deduc- 
tion from it was, that the noble Lord (Lord North), 
as Finance Miniſter, was highly criminal in his own 
perſonal conduct, in ſo groſsly deceiving and frau- 
dulently impoiing upon that Houſe ; that his bate- 
nels in concealing the real terms was only to be 


-equalled by his guilt ia agreeing to them; and 


that, if no other fact than that of concealment alone 
were to be adduced againſt him, it was ſufficient to 
prove, that he had made a corrupt bargain, and with 
an evil deſign, namely, for the purpoſe of bringing 
in his creatures and dependents, 
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April 9. 


On a motion for reſolving the Houſe into a com- 


mittee, to conſider the propriety of the Crown 
taking into its own hands the territorial acqui- 
ſicions of the Eaſt- India Company; 


Mr Burke could not help ſaying, that the noble 
Lord (Lord North) had, in the courſe of his ſpeech, 
advanced feveral things to which he could not ſub- 
ſcribe, The claim, he believed, was unfounard ;— 
and he warned the noble Lord againſt beginning, by 
an act of violence, a bulineſs which would require 
all the moderation, as well as all the wiſdom of the 
lezillature, to ac juſt. 


May 8. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, no man had an higher reſpect or ve- 
neration for the Country Gentlemen than he had; he 
knew thcit value, he loved, and revered them. He 
was bound to them by ſenti nent, as well as opinion. 


Same Day. 

Xlr. Fox ſaid, it was the Trained Bands, under 
the ueil-known command of the Muſter-maſter 
General, who carricd every queſtion in that Houſe ; 
it were thote that were in poſſeſſion of great ewolu- 
ments of penſions and iac iicient places; it were the 
contractors, and thoſe who were amaſſing fortunes by 
tic'r lervility, and growing rich by the ſupport of 
meaſures which made other people poor. I heſe 
tormed the motley group which the noble Lord 
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(Lord North) was pleaſed to honour with the name 


of Country. Gentlemen. 


Same Day. 


Mr. Fox, ſpeaking of Lord Thurlow, ſaid, he was 
able; he was honeſt ; and he poſſeſſed a noble and in- 
dependent mind. His colleagues hated him for his 
virtues, they envied him for his abilities; they teazed 
him, and threatened him; they took every occalion 
to make his ſituation uneaſy, But, from his own 
great mental reſources, his ſpirit broke forth, expreſ- 
ſive of tke injuries intended him, and the contempt 


in which he held them. 


Same Day. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, it was evident that the Miniſter was 


equally miſtruſted and deſpiſed, not only by the 


people at large, but, what was more, by all che firſt 
characters in the two — 7 profeſſions, the navy 
and army. 

Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that, as he had devoted his life and 
talents to the people, and of courle to promote the 
good of his country; ſo, whenever he ſnould be 
called by them, both were at their ſcrvice to com- 
mand, ſo far, as the conſt:tution and the laws au- 
thoriſe d the call and acquieſcence; he meant, ſo ſoon 
as any direct inroad was made on that conſtitution, 
and t\.,{- invaluable and ineſtimable bleſſings and 
privurges it was meant to ſecure and defend. 


Same 
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Sime Day. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, it was always the concluſion of 
every harangue, whatever was the beginning, when 
argument was exhauſted; when evaſion failed 
when law had no more quibbles to confound, nor 
eloquence to confuſe: * Oh! ſave the noble Lord 
(Lord North) is ſtill the laſt!” He truſted this argu- 
ment would not always prevail, when it came to this 


ſhort iſſue, whether we muſt part from the Miniſter, 
cer from the Empire. 


Same Day. 
Mr. Fx ſaid, the more unfortunate and diſaſtrous 


we were, the gicater hkelihood there was of the pre- 


{cnt Miniiter remaining in office. It was his blun- 


ders, his miſconduct, end misfortunes, which had 
proved his beſt recommendation. In proportion to 
each, his ſupport and power increaſed; and if any 
juſt and certain eſtimate could be made, or drawn 
trom experience, as ſoon as the public affairs came 
to be wilcly, or ſucceſsfully adminiſtered, from that 
very moment, his power, conſequence, and exiſt- 
ence, as Miniſter, would be at an end. 2 


*. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fx ſnid, the condition under which he (Lord 
N::r:th; acts, is poſitive. 
wealth of this country ſhall be diſſipated, the blood 
ct our fellow-citiz-ns ſpilt ; to what purpoſe ? Merely 
to ſupport his power, and that of his adherents. 
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May g. 

Mr. Burke (on a motion for conſidering the pro- 
priety of taking the Eaſt-Igdia Company's territories 
into their hands) ſaid, that the conduct of the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon (Lord Nerth) had been 
higHy difreſpe&ttul to the Houſe, as well as inju- 
rious to the country; and when the preſent motion 
was diſpoſed of, he ſhould think it would be proper to 
move to enquire into the conduct of the noble Lord 
in the blue ribbon, with reſpe& to the Eaſt-India 
Company. 

May 23. 
On a motion for a Participation of the Eaſt-India 


Company's Profits. 2 


Mr. Burke ſaid, the noble Lofd (Lord North) 


| would not accede to the propoſition of the Company, 
becauſe they did not admit that the public had a 
claim upon them; fo that the argument cut double, 
| like a two-edged ſword : for it muſt either be ſolved 
thus, © If you admit the claim of the public, I call 
upon you, in behalf of your creditors, to pay their juſt 


dues ;” or thus, If you do not admit the claim, 


why then I will take that by force, which you deny 


. 1 
I ought to receive as a right.” Moſt admitable rea- 


loning | The noble Lord will neither beg, borrow, 
nor receive, As a due; but he will have it neverthe- 
leſs, and ſeize upon that by ratine and plunder to which 
be bas no title, and cannot juſtify his receiving in any 


way. 


If the Company ſhould ſay to the Miniſter, 


in direct terms, “ Sir, you have no right to this 


Go, oool. 


10 
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600, oool. you attempt to extract from us;“ then to 
be lure his Lordſhip would come down to Pathament, 
and pronounce them the molt i npudent violators of 
old agreements that ever were heard of : but if they 
do not expreſs themſelves in this manner, if they ſay 
nothing upon the ſubject, as in the actual inſtance 
at preſent; why then, how does the Miniſter con- 
duct himſelf ? He ſays, notwithſtanding theſe men 
are ſilent, I very well underſtand their intention, 
and am ſure, notwithſtanding their taciturnity, they 
mean to contend that the public have no right to 
the ſum claimed; and therefore, being certain that 
this is the caſe, I will make ſure of the money, and 
ſeize it by main force. So that, whether the poor pro- 
prietors ſpeak or not, it makes no matter; the effect 
is the ſame, with this little difference only, that, in the 
one inſtance, they might deſerve the treatment they 
received; in the other, it was replete with unprovoked 
cruelly and infuſtice. The Miniſter had talked in the 
ſame ſtyle again and again, and the conſequence 
was, cu preſent miſerable and degraded ſituation ! 


Same Day. 
Mr. Bure termed the regulations of the Eaſt-India 
Company, eſtabliſhed by the act of 1774, a defign 
to obtain money under a pretence of eſtabliſhing a po- 


litical reform; and now he (Mr Burke) ſaid, the | 


noble Lord (Lord North) wanted to tate away their 
trade, as he had formerly taken away their patronoge 
and their purſe. Eundem negotiatorem, eundem domi- 
nam! He had better carry (Mr. Burke ſaid) all the 

buſincſs 
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buſineſs of Leadenhall- ſtreet at once, and tranſac it 
at the Board of Treaſury. His reaſoning to juſtify 


| the force and violence he was uſing, he pronounced 


ſhamefully pitiful, The reaſoning of the lion 

in the fable was leſs cenſurable. Thais, I ſcize,“ 
ſays the lion, * becauſe I have got teeth; this, be- 
cauſe I wear a mane on my neck; this, becaule I 
have claws; and this laſt morſe], not becaule I have 
either truth, reaſon, or juſtice, to ſupport me, and 
juſtify my taking it, but becauſe I am a lion.“ 


Same Day. 


On the ſame Motion. 


Mr. Burke ſaid, the preſent motion was the daring 
effort of a Miniſter determined on rapine and plun- 
der, without regard either to truth, honour, or jul- 
tice ; 4 violent and ſhameleſs attempt to rob the Com- 
pany, in order to purſue the purpoſes of the mojt — 
wa#e, and the moſt profiigate corruption. 


Same Day. | 
On the ſame Motion. 


Mr. Burke conjured the Houſe not to join the no- 
ble Lord (Lord North) and his adherents, ſaying, 
Let us not deduce European ſupplies from Afiatic 
rapacity; let us ſhew ourſelves awake to the calls of 
reaſon, and alive to the impulſe of equity!“ He 
concluded with ſaying, that he was ſure, notwirh- 
ſtanding his endeavours, and thoſe of every friend 50 
Jullice, to prevent the motion from being agreed to, 


H that 
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that ſuch would be its late; yet, in diſcharge of bis 
He there- 
fore moved, that the following words be added to 
the motion, No grounds having been laid before 
the Committee, on which the right of the public 
« to a participation of the territoricl revenue of the 
© Faſt- India Compam is founded; or, it they have ſuch 
right, no grounds to ſhew that they have a right 
„to chis particular proportion of their profits.” 


Cuty, he would move an amendment, 


Same Day. 
On the lame Motion. 


Mr. Burke ſaid, he not only held, that the Company's 
territorial acquiſitions b-longed entirely to themſelves, 
but, with reſpect to the bills ſo much talked of, he 
really believed they would be drawn with more ala- 
crity on the 600,000]. than on the F.xchequer : there 
was not in his idea a fingle Aſiatic plunderer, who 
did not know the noble Lord in the blue ribbon bet— 
ter, than to think of drawing en any fund in his diſ— 
poſal for a ſingle ſhilling. His Lordſhip was fo no- 
' rorioully laviſh, that the Go,. would be gone in a 
moment. 

May 30. 
Ir. Fox (aid, the noble Lord (Lord North), who 
* talked ſo very fluently, and aft cted io much candour, 
had contradicted facts, which ke had again and again 
aſſcrted. 
Same Day. 
noble Lord in 


Mr. Fex;faid, the conduct of the 
the 
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the blue ribbon was continually at variance with Lis 


ſentiments, 


Same Day. 

He (Lord North) had repeatedly pledged his 
word, as a gentleman, that he would never agree to 
any propoſal that might be made hercafter for grant- 
ing the Americans better terms; and no doubt the 
perſonal declaratioas of a perſon of his Lordſhip's 
birth, rank, abilities, and fortune, were objects uf 
real regard: but after all thele declarations his Lord- 
ſhip had, in the year 1778, brought in a bill ro Par- 
liament, for enabling Commiſſioners to propoſe the 
moſt extravagant terms to the Americans ; terms by 


which they would have had the power of taxing 


England, while their own country would net have: 
been taxed by the Engliſh Parliament. 


Same Day. 

The noble Lord in the blue ribbon (Lord NortZ) 
He 
He had been 
a gentleman bo-n, bred 2 man of honour, and had lived 
in thoſe habits of life that precluded hin from ſhewing 
himſelf, after be bad violaled bis word. What was 
the ſituation in which his Lordſhip tood? 


could not in fact make peace with America. 
dared not do any thing of the kind. 


In the year 177 5, when his Lordſhip came to the 
Houſe for the conciliatory bill, he explicitly and te- 
peatedly declared, at farther than that be never 
wwor!d 20: yet this very fame Lord, the Firſt Lord 
of the Treaſury, this oſtenſible Miniſter, had him- 

{elf 


H 2 
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ſelf come down to the Houſe, in the year 1778, 
and moved for the bill which ſent out Lord Carliſle 
an the other Commiſſioners to America, to make 
an offer to her of taxing herſelf. This the noble Lord 
had done; the very ſame Miniſter that had, upon 
paſſing the conciliatory bill, affirmed, in order to 
get it paſſed, hat be would never ga beyond it. Some 
gentlemen (ſaid he) may object to this conciliatory 
bill, under a notion that JI will come afterwards, and 
move for ſomething more; but in order to remove 
their ſcruples upon that head I am a gentleman 
born, a man of honour, a great Miniſter, in whom 
parliament may confide; and I here pledge my ſelf, 
that I will not, upon the ſacredneſs of my word, 
ever go farther than this conciliatory bill. 


Tis Lord, however, 414 himſelf, in the year 1778, 
go farther, and appoint a commiſſion 140 give up the 
de pendency of America. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, there was no accounting for the cre- 
dulity, the ſervility, and the meanneſs of Parlia- 
ment, in eicher believing, or ſubmitting to receive 
all the monſtrous and incredible ſtories which they 
hed been told by the Minitter (Lord North), in any 
other way, than by reterring to the means which in- 
fluence poſicſIcd ; the emoluments of contracts, and 
the profits of a lun. It had no doubt been the ſtudy 
of the Miniſter to tell his friends, that heir payment, 
like his ou breed, depended on the American war. 

The 
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The American war begot extraordinaries; extraordi- 
naries begot loans; loans b-gn2t douceurs ; and dou- 
ceurs begot members of parliament; and members 
of parliament: again begot all theſ things. There 
was a mutual dependence amongtt them abſolutely 
in{- parable. Thus, the power and the ſecurity of the 


Miniſter was generated by that war which was the 


ruin of the country. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, if any one ſhould aſk the Miniſter out 
of the Houle concerning the majorities he found; 
and he ſhould be inclined to anſwer the queſtion fairly 
and directly, he would immediately fay, “ Do not T7 
give then; an extravagant loan to divide amon ſt them *”" 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox fald, it was impoſſible that peace with 
Anerica could ever be obtained but by a tenunci— 
ation ot that iyitem which the preſent Miniſter (Lord 
Neth) had with f> much foritude adhered to; and 
here W 230ther obſtacl- ariting from the noble Lord's 
feelings. Oh! ſpare my beautiful ſyitem,” he would 
cry. * What, hall | part from that, which has been 
the glory of the preſent reign, which has extended 
the doninions, raiſed the reputation, and repleniſhed 
the finances of my country! No, for God's ſake, let 
this be adhered to, and do with all the reſt what you 
pleaſe; deprive me, t yu pleaic, of my poor ſituation; 
take all my power, all my honvur and conſequence, 

but 
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but ſpare my beautiful ſyſtem: Oh! ſpare my ſyl- 
ten.” 
Same Day. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, the Miniſter knowing this fact, know- 
ing that he lived and muſt die with the American 
war, had encountered ſhame, and embraced it, in 
order to its continuance. A love of office had forced 
him into all thoſe vile mcatures of contradiction and 
abſurdity, which had brought infamy on the preſent 
age, and would bring ruin on poſterity. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, the Miniſter found it neceſſary to 
protract the American war, to avoid every tendency 
to pacification ; becauſe he knew the continuance of it 
was neceſſary to his remaining in power and place. 


He facrificed lonour and duty; he ſacrificed the in- 


tereſis, and perhaps the exiltence of the country, to 
the tem gore Sratification ef lis avarice and ambition. 


Same Day 

IMr. Fex laid, ſuppt ſing the Miniſter (Lord Nori) 
converſing with dependent members of Parliament, 
at his levee, on the ſubject of continuing the Ame- 
rican war; in caſe any remoaltrances fhuuld be made 
on that ſcore, what would the noble Lord ſay? + Why, 
you know that this war is a matter of neccſli:y, and 
not of choice; you ſee the difficulties to which I am 
driven, and to which I have reduced my country; 
and you know allo, that I am, ia my own private 
character, a lover of pace. For what reaſcn then 


do 
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do I perſiſt, in ſpite of conviction ? For your benefit 
alone ! for you I have violated the molt facred en- 
gagements! for you rejected the ſuggeſtions of rea- 
lon ! for you a thoutand times forteited my honour 
and veracity in this buſinels! and for you I mult 
ſtill perſiſt! Without the American war I ſhall have 
no places, no emoluments to beſtow, not a ſiagle 
loan to negotiate ; nor ſhall I be able to retain this poor 
ſituation ct mine, that I have long held thus diſinte- 
reftedly.——Put an end to the American war, and 


you undo all. My power will be miſerably leſſ- 
ened, and your pay as miſerably reduced. As to 
mylſclt, why, I am perfectly indifferent about that; 
I get a little, and it is my happineſs, thank Heaven, 
that a little contents me. 


June 8. 

Mr. F.x ſaid, the revenue was, and ought to be 
conſidered as diſtinct from ſovercignty; ar leaſt, it 
ought not to be aſſerted, that, becauſe we had ſove- 
reignty, we had allo a right to collect the revenue 
in our own wav, without cen ulting thoſe who were to 
pay it, By tie experience we had in the American 
conteſt, we had ſurcly diſcovered, that robbery was 
not only diigraceful, but that it was alſo ruinous. 
Had not the noble Lord yet felt enough of the con- 
ſequenc-s of robbery ? In the beginning of that ſtrug- 
ele, ſo diſliked was the principle, it was even ſaid, 


chat if the Colonies were to ſend us revenue, vated 
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in their own aſſemblies, we ought not to accept of it. 
Now, however, that maxim was abandoned with re- 
ſpe& to America, and we ſaw, by the letter of one of 
our governors in the London Gazette, that we were 
happy to accept of revenue voted in any manner. It 
was abandoned with reſpect to America, but it was 
yet ventured with reſpect to the Eaſt Indies. He 
(Mr. Fox) reprobated the whole of this conduct, as 
impolitic, abſurd, and abominable, The acquiſitions of 
territory bad been mage for the purpoſes of commerce, 
under the expreſs ſanfion of 4 Charter, and, unleſs 
Government paid the expence incurred in the conqueſts, 
they bad not a right to them. | 


June 11. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, in what light ought the bill (for 
paying into the Exchequer the balances in the hands 
of public accountants) to be regarded, but as an act 
of che greateſt cruelty, of the greateſt violence, of 
the greateſt oppreſſion ? as the act of an indolent Mi- 
niſter, who ſleeps over the public concern; who is 
profule and extravagant beyord all bounds in his cor- 
ruption one day, and rapacious, and hurries after mo- 
ney the next; who cares not how much he wattes, 
provided he can by any means, mo matter how unjuſt, 
bow unwarrantable, ſeize upon mere, ts uſe 10 the [ane 


wicked and deteſtable purpuſe. 


Same Day. 
Mr. Burke ſaid, the noble Lord (I. rd North) had 
| been 


cen 


* 
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been ſuckled with the milk of the Treaſury and Ex- 


chequer; he had grown fat upon it; and he was 
enamoured of, and attached to, the old habts. 
& Train a child in the way that he ſhon'!d go, and in his 
cl- age he will not depart from it,” Tais was exactly 
the caſe with the noble Lord; he had been brought 
up among the abuſes of the Treaſury and Exchequer, 
and he could not now depart from them. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fix ſaid, the whole evil (of not collecting the 
balances in the hands of public accountants), he in- 
fiſted on it, lay with the Board of Treaſury, and the 
noble Lord (Lord North) in the blue ribbon, whom 
he charged with the groſſeſt indolence and negligence. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Burke, in a ſpeech of the moſt poignant ridicule; ' 
charged the noble Lord (Lord North) with having, on 
that day, given at once the molt explicit evidence 
of his activity and negligence, of his capacity 
and incapacity. He had ſhewn, that, as Firſt Lord 


of the Treaſury, and Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer, he had been negligent or incapable of kis duty ; 
and at the fame time he had ſhewn, by his ſpeech 
of that day, that he had both the talents and the 
induſtry to comprehend what his duty was. He had 
been incapable or negligent in the execution; but he 
was active and able in the conception of his truſt. 


1 It 


wn 
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June 21. 

If he (Mr. Fox) knew what the language of de- 
ſpair was, the noble Lord (Lord North) had talked 
it, and that in the warmeſt and molt exprefiive man- 
ner, by impudently daring, at a time when the country 
was ſpending millions upon millions in carrying on the 
war, to ſtand up in his place, and to boaſt our hav- 
ing been able to act on the defenſive. He uſed the 
word impudently, becauſe he knew no other word in 
the Engliſh language, which fo properly expreticd 
the ſenſe he had of the noble Lord's conduct. 


November 27. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, the addreſs moved for was the mot 
extraordinary ever ſeen; he mult pauſe a while on 
the audacity of the Miniſter, (for he conld give it no 
gentler term,) in daring to put ſuch language, as he 
had, into the mouth of the Sovereign. If men were 
unacquainted with the nature of our conſtitution, 
and knew not that the ſpeech was contrived by a Cabt- 
net Council, what would they pronounce the preſent 
ſpeech from the throne to be ? What! but that it 
was the ſpeech of ſome arbitrary, defpotic, hard- 
hearted, and unteeling Monarch, who, having in- 
volved the flaves, his ſubjects, in a ruinous and un- 
natural war, to glut his enmity, or to fittate his re— 
venge, was determined to perſevere, in ſpite of cala- 
mity, and even of fate. In ſhort, this was the lan- 
guage that the ſpeech really poke: „Much has been 
loft; much blood, much treaſure has been ſquan— 

dered; 
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dered ; the burthens of my people are intolerable ; 
but my paſſions are yet ungratified; my object of 
ſubvjugation, and of revenge, is yet unfiniſhed, and 
therefore I am determined to perſevere.” This was 
the language; and for this language the Minijter is 
anſwerable. . 


Same Day. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon 
had aſcribed the American war, and all the calami- 
ties of it, to the ſheeches of Oppoſition. Oh, miſerable 
and unfortunate Miniſter ! on, blind and incapable 
man ! whole meaſures are ſo,_framed, and with ſuch 
little fore-fight, and executed with ſuch little firmneſs, 
that they not only crumble to pieces, but bring on 
the ruin of his country, merely becauſe one raſh, 
weak, or wicked man, in the Houſe of Commons, 
makes a {peech againſt him] What a miſerable ſtateſ- 
man mult he be, who frames his meaſures in ſo weak 
and wretched a manner, as to allow for no contingen- 
cies of fortuac, nor provides for the raſh paſſions ; and 
ſiy, it it picales the Houle, the wicked paſſions of 
men! Could he expect that there would be noraſh, no 


weak, no wicked man in the Houſe; or was he fo 


raſh, ſo weak, and ſo wicked, as to contrive mea- 
ſures of ſuch a texture, that the intervention of any 
unforeſeen circumſtance would break them to pieces, 
and with their failure deſtroy the empire of which 
they have the government. 


I 2, 5 


Same 
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Same Das 


Alr. Fox ſaid, that Mi aſia muſt expect to hear 
of ti American war, and the calamities of it, again 
a” Zain. They would be obliged not only to hear 
on in that Houſe, but he truſted, that by the 

« tus nalien and vengeance of an injured and un— 


G fehle, THEY MUST HEAR OF THEM 


« > 
1 - 
*- 


* 
N SAL OF JUSTICE, AND EXPIATE THEM ON THE 
PUZLIC SCAFFOLD, 


Same Davy. 
. Burke with great warmth reprobated the lan- 
age of the noble Lord, 


He averred that it was 
2 Pk? 42 


it was dude; ; it was ſometh: ing vorſe 
Wang 10 his Mjefty? s Nliniſter, this ſame 
Lore Lord North), to look Parliament in 
, and K ffn, tly as he had heard from 
ih, ris ſaiti, it there could be a greater 


rune 1040 ole we had underyone, in the dif- 


23 


fa conti WE were engaged in, 


it was hearing 
7 7 1110 1 


11 tlie Qre: 2 aſſembly ot the > Na- 
ndlcate his metres; it was the moſt alarm- 
it of cur condition; it was that which frez? 


a l29d, au Parr 9 We y uD his ſou!, 


Same Dav, 


Ar ene ſaid, he cout! not but ſpeak a few words 


2 


, which had colt us fo much, and 
wwe likely to colt us our all. Good God! ex- 
ne the IL icriourable Gentleman, are we yet to be 


et the nights fr Which we went to war ? Oh, ex- 


cellent 
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cellent rights! oh, valuable rights ! Valuable you 
ſhould be, for we have paid dear at parting with you. 
Oh, valuable rights! that have coſt Britain thirteen 
provinces, four iſlands, a hundred thouſand men, 
and more than ſeventy millions of money. Oh, won- 
derful rights! that have colt Great Britain the em- 
pre of the ſea; her boaſted, grand, and ſubſtantial 
luperiority, which made the world bend before her. 
Oh, ineſtimable rights! that have taken from us 
our rank amongſt nations, our importance abroad, 
and our happineſs at home; that have taken from us 
our trade, our manufactures, and our commerce; 
that have reduced us from one of the moſt flouriſhing 
empires in the world, to be one of the moſt compact, 
unenviable powers on the face of the globe. Oh, 
wonderful rights that are likely to take from us all 
that yet remains. What were theſe rights? Could any 
man deſcribe them? could any man give them a body 
and a foul anſwerable to all theſe mighty colts? We 
did all this, becauſe we had a right to doit; that was 
exactly the fact. And all this wwe dared co, becauſe 
we dared.” We had a right to tax America, ſays 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon ; and as we bad a 
right, we muſt do it. : 
Same Day. 

Mr. Burke exclaimed, Oh! infatuated man ! (look- 
ing over to Lord North) miſerable and undone coun» 
try! not to know that rt ſignified nothing with» 
out might ; that the claim, without the power of en- 

forcing 
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forcing it, was nugatory and idle, in the copyhold 
of rival ſtates, or of immenſe bodies. Oh! ſays the 
filly man, full of his prerogative of dowinion over 
a few beaſts of the field, there is excellent wool on 
the back of a Wolf, and therefore he muſt be ſheared. 
What! ſhear a Wolf Jes. But will he comply? 
have you conſidered the trouble? how will you get 
this wool? Oh! ſays he, I have conſidered nothing, 
and I will conſider nothing, but my right. A wolf is 
an animal that has wool; all animals that have wool 
are to be ſhorn, and therefore 1 will ſhear the wolf.— 
This was Juſt the k'nd of rea/oning urged by the noble 
Lord, and this the council given by bim. 


Sam. 1 V. 
Mr. Burke ſail, hat a diy reckoning would come, 
and whenever that day came, he ſhould be able, BY 


IMPEACHM7NT, to bring upon the heads of the au- 
thors oi our calamitics, TE PUNISHMENT THEY DE» 
SERVED. 

| Same Day. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, the aiidrels moved for was a de- 
luſian; an he wis not a little amaze.l 5» hear the 
learned lord Lord A. 
that, if it was a deluſſon, could not laſt above a 
week, Good God ! did the n de and lcarnca Lord 
Know ſo very liale of the Ain, as to imagine, 
that the ſhorinets of time, which a deluſion could ex- 
not practiing it? The 
noble Lord dealt in cheats an. delufions ; they were 

the 


date) make it an argument, 


uſt, was any reaſon 5c: 
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the daily traffic of his invention. A week! the no- 
ble Lord had often held out a cheat for half that 
time; for a day only; nay, for a fingle hour. He 
had practiſed cheats upon the Houſe, which died 
away even before the debate ended to favour which 
they were contrived, Had not the Houſe ſeen the 
noble Lord cheat upon the ſubject of the conciliatory 


. propoſition ? Had they not witneſſed his dexterity in 


laying down his own cheat upon that occaſion, and 


his adopting another which he thought he played off 
more advantageouſly? The noble Lord would continue 
to play off his cheats on that Houſe, as long as be thought 
it neceſſary, and had money enough at command to bribe 


gentlemen to pretend that they believed bim. 


Noyember 30. 
Mr. Fox attacked Lord North, and with great 
warmth accuſed him of making the moſt fufling 


ſprffle that ever was attempted in the molt fbuyffiing 


Umes. 
Sane day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that, with reſpect to the letter which 
the noble Lord (Lord North) had received from the 
Honoura'-ie Admiral, acquainting him, that the cap- 
ture of S.int Euſtatia was a very rich one, and that 
it all, every farthing of it, was the property of the 
Crown; he could not but admire, that fuch a Mi 


3 niſter as we had, who was an od Miniſter, and a full- 


grown Miniſter, ſhould come to the Houle, and tell 


them, that he had received a letter from the Admi- 
: ral, 
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ral, informing him, that every thing at Saint Euſta- 
tia was the property of the Crown, in anſwer to the 
propoſed inquiry. From fuch,conduct, the Miniſter 
might naturally be concluded a very young mar, with 
a large napkin under bis chin, The letter he thought 
more proper to have been ſent to the Attorney Gene- 
ral; but he ſuppoled the noble Lord, who acted on 
the occaſion as a lawyer, and ſent word to the Ad- 
miral that the property was all his, as the Attorney 
General would have done, had taken a fee for bis 
advice. 


— — — — 


— n 


——ũ—ũ— —— 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, the noble Lord, with regard to the 
queſtion before the Houſe, might do as he pleaſed 
with it. He might cut it and mangle it juſt as he 
pleaſed ; but though he ſhould cut it into a thovſanci 
pieces, it he got but any part of it, it would be ſut- 
ficient for him. But the noble Lord had divided his 
motion in a manner that put him in mind of a mur— 
derer, who, having amputated all the limbs of a 
child, threw them different ways, in order that the 
father might be employed in picking them up, instead 
of purſuing the murderer, 


att ᷣ —— 


February 1, 1782. 

Mr. Burꝶe, in the ſevereſt and molt pointed lan- 
guage, atracked the noble Lord (Lord North), for 
declariag that the contract made with Mr. Townſon, 
by the Board of Ordnance, for 400 tons of ſalt- pete, 


— — — 
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cerned. What! (ſays he) is it not the buſineſs of 
the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury to ſee that money mat- 
ters of ſuch conſequence ſhould be ſtated fairly and 
juſtly, previous to their being brought before the 
Houſe ? Was it not his buſineſs to have enquired in- 
to it? Moſt certainly it was; and I am convinced 
too, ſo important a tranſaction could never have been 
done without his management and conſent : in which 
caſe, I ſay, be has cutaTeD the public. | Mr. Burke 
was here interi upted by a loud cry fur Order ) 


February 4. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that the noble Lord in the blue 
ribbon (Lord Nortb) had no hand in making the 
contract for ſalt-· petre with Mr. Tounſon, was what 
he could readily believe; for if he had, he would 
have made it at the higheſt price, namely, 153]. per 
ton; the ſame as he did the contract for rum with 
Mr. Aikinſon, where he ſuffered himſelf firſt to be 
cheated, and then, in return, cheated ihe public. 


February 19. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, the Miniſter had found out the true 
wit of the levelling principle, and dilcovered that 
lowering all men to his own baſeneſs, was the only 
means of keeping the people in humour with each 
other. 5 
February 22. 

Mr. Fox was exceedingly ſevere on the Miniſter, 
and was glad to find that he had diſcovered who that 

K evil 
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evil ſpirit was that conducted all our miſchiefs; it 
was a perſon in a higher ſituation than the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon ; for the noble Lord was 
only his puppet, and acted as he was told. 


Same Day. 

Lord North ſaid, the conduct of the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, and Oppoſition, was of the 
moſt unaccountable nature. They were conſtantly 
calling on him for explanation, and for information, 
in reſpect to this and that meaſure; and yet, in the 

very ſame breath, they ſaid, bey would not give the 
ſmalleſt credit to a word he ſaid. This conduct, he 
ſaid, was a paradox; it was contradictory and puerile. 
Such inconſiſtent invective was the ſtrongeſt proof that 
OFFICE, and not the meaſures of the Ainigter, was the 
primary cauſe of the attacks of Oppoſition. 
1 
Same Day. 

Mr. Burke blamed the noble Lord's (Lord North's) 

conduct for the whole of his proceedings reſpecting 


the loan. The laſt year he made an INFAMOUS 


bargain in a bungling manner; he now wiſhed to 


make a bargain equally advantageous, to influence 
with more ſafety : and he declared, that Parliament 
ought, if they were honeſt, to curb a practice, which, 
above all others, was deſtructive of their inde- 
pendence. | 


March 4: 
Mr. Fox ſaid, the nation would not fuffer loſs, diſ- 
grace, and calamity, without calling their rulers to 8 
| | ſever; 
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ſevere account. Would they now ſuffer loſs after loſs, 
and diſalter after diſaſter? Were they fo habituated 
to defeat? Had Miniſtry made them ſo familiar 
with ſorrow, that they could now bear any loſs with- 
out at all complaining? He hoped not. He had 
that day heard of another loſs—he meant St. Kitt's 
was taken. He deſired the Mniſter would inform 
the Houſe if it was true that this calamity had allo 
come upon us, and where he meant to ſtop—when 
he would confeſs that he had done enough. From 
his ſoul, he (Mr. Fox) believed, that ſuch was his 
accurſed obſtinacy, that even when he had loſt nine- 
tenths of the King's dominions, he would not be ſa- 
tisfied till he had mangled and. deſtroyed the laſt 
miſerable tenth alſo—pride and obſtinacy were ſo pre- 
dominant in his nature. 


Same Day. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, the people heard of our triumphs 
without pleaſure ; they heard of his Majeſty's victories 
without any gladneſs; the ſtocks remained the ſame; 
the faces of men wore the ſame gloom : but that, on 
the inſtant a victory was gained over his Majeſty's 
Miniſters, whom they conlidered as the greateſt ene- 
mies of their country, their joy was immoderate, the 
funds were immediately advanced, and the credit of 
the nation raiſed, becauſe a proſpett opened itſelf of the 
Miniſter's going out of place. 


Same Day. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, the end of the American war 
* coming 
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coming as it did, had completely and effectually de- 
ſtroyed corruption; the reign of it was over. If the 
conqueſt had come ſooner, before we had been fo 
| inſtigated againſt the banc ful conſequences of a ſy ſtem 
of corruption, perhaps there might have been con- 
trived ſome paltry and inſignificant COALITIONS, 
that would have made the HHem more palatable. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, our affairs were ſo circumſtanced, 
that Miniſters mutt loſe their places, or the country 
mult be undone. He would therefore let them en- 
Joy thoſe emoluments which they held ſo dear, pro- 
vided he could fave his country : for this end, he 
was willing to ferve them, in the buſineſs of peace, 
in any capacity, even as an under commts, or meſſen- 
ger. But, in ſo doing, he deſired it might be under- 
ſtood, that HE did not mean tio have any con- 
nexion with them: NOA THE MOMENT WHEN HE 
SHOULD MAKE ANY TRS wirn ONE or THEM, 


he would reſt ſatisſied to be called the 
moſt infamous of mankind. He could 
not ior an inſtant think of a coaLtTION 
with men, who, in every public and pri- 
vate tranſition, as Miniſters, had ſhewn 
themielves void of every principle of 
honour or honeſty: in the hands of 
ſuch men, he would not truſt his ho- 
nour, even for a minute! | 
Same 
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Same Day. 
Lord North ſaid, the Honourable Gentleman was 


| Kind enough to offer his ſervices in a negotiation, 


but he would not take any part of the affairs of the 
public with the preſent Adminiſtration ; and the rea- 
ſon he aſſigned was, that he could not truſt his ho- 
nour in their hands for a moment, that were without 
any principle of honour or honeſty. Thoſe were good 
and ſubſtantial reaſons, and better certainly could not 
be aſſigned ; and the ſame ſhould ſerve him againſt 
the Honourable Member. He would never employ 
a perſon who publicly declared that he could not 
have a confidence in him. He was 1NTITLED ro 
SAY JUST AS MUCH OF THE HONOURABLE GENTLE* 
MAN, AND THEREFORE HE WOULD NOT TRUST HIS 
HONOUR IN THE HANDS OF THAT GENTLEMAN ; and, 
thinking of him as he did, be was determined never to 
af? wiih bim as a negotiator. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, he did not wonder the noble Lord 
(Lord North) was at a lofs about new taxes ; for what 
freſh burthza could he add to this unhappy nation? 
We were already taxed, if we rode, or if we walked; 
if we ſtayed at home, or it we went abroad; if we 
were maſters, or if we were ſervants; if we drank 
wine, or if we drank beer; and, in ſhort, we were 


taxed in every poſſible way. Thus, after being taxed 


in the manner mentioned, he had endeavourcd to ſee 
how the account would ſtand, when viewed in a mer- 
cantile form, and the firſt thing was, Debtor by loſs, 


02 
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ONE HUNDRED MILLIONS OF MONEY : he next looked 
for a Creditor ſide, and what rendered it more curious 
was, that there it ſtood Creditor by Loſs ; we had 
purchaſed one HUNDRED MILLION worth of national 


diſaſters; and the whole, when in one view, appeared 
as follows: | 


Debtor by Loſs. Creditor by L. oſs. 
| i One Hundred Thouſand 
One Hundred Mil- Men, and the loſs of 

lions of Money. . Maſſachulcts 
Pennſylvania 
New. Vork 
Virginia 
Maryland 
South Carolina 
North Carolina 
Florida 
Georgia 
Delaware 
New Jerſey 
Rhode Itland 
Connecticut 
New Hampſhire 
St. Vincent 
Grenada 
Dominica 
Tobago ; 
Sc. Chriſtopher's 
Senegal 
Penſacola, and 
Minorca; 


Which, at a moderate 
compuration, produced 
to this country annually, 

Four Millioas and Fifty 

Thouſand Pounds! 
After 
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After all this, Mr. Burke ſaid, the noble Lord had 
told them, he would continue in his office out of 
gratitude to the people. Gratitude! the noble Lord's 
gratitude! Oh, Sir, ſaid Mr. Burke, addreſſing him- 
ſelf ro the Chair, the noble Lord's gratitude is like 
that of another fallen angel like himſelf, deſcribed by 
the Poet : 

The debt immenſe of endleſs gratitude, 
So burthenſome, till paying, ill to awe. 


So with the noble Lord; his debt immenſe of grati- 
tude was endleſs, and could never be diſcharged; 
and therefore he had preſumed to fly in their face, 
and to inſult them with ſuch language as ought to be 
reprobated by every man who had a ſenſe of the de- 
czncy due to Parliament from the noble Lord, and 
how ill it became him, of all men, to ſay, that be 
would continue in bis office out of gratituae, 


Same Day. 
Mr. Fox attacked the noble Lord (Lord North) 
with uncommon warmth. The noble Lord had, at 


length, confeſſed himſelt totally exhauſted in point 


of finance, and no longer able to raiſe taxes to pay 


the intereſt of a debt occaſioned by his curſed 


American war: the people were burthened, and ſo 
loaded with innumerable oppreſſions, that even the 
noble Lord was at a loſs how Oe them any 
farther. His conſtituents, he ſaid, felt ſeverely the 
evil effects of the noble Lord's adminiſtration ; and, 


indeed, the whole nation felt them too ſeyerely; for 


he 
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he had, by a determined obſtinacy to keep in place, 
ruined above nine-tenths of the Britiſh dominions, 
and ſeemed equally determined to ruin what little 
remained. The noble Lord had lately talked of his 
oratitude, and that he only ſtayed in office to lee his 
country righted. In the name of God, what good 


could the country expect from a man, whoſe whole 


adminiſtration had been one continued feries of 
blunders ? From the noble Lord's confeſſion, he had 
proved himſelf, what he always took him for, viz. 
an ignarant and a bad financier, a man totally unac- 
guainted with the reſources of the country, and certainly 
unfit and unworthy of the office he held. 


- Same Day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, the greateſt piece of deluſion the 
noble Lord had been guilty of, was the keeping the 
nation in a profound darkneſs with reſpect to the 
ſtare of their affairs. He deluded them by a ſet of 
taxes, which they were led to believe were ſufficient 
for the purpoſe intended; therefore the public ſuf- 
fered him to go on, not knowing their ſituation : if 
they did, long before this would they have cried out, 
and have awakened from that ſtate of lethargy which 


had been ſo diſgraceful to them, and ſo ruinous to 


their country. 
March 8. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, the noble Lord in the blue ribban 
had declared that he never would quit his office until 
he could quit it with honour ; he therefore congratu- 

lated 


— — — ——— — _—  — —J_ 
— —— — 


expl; 
man, 
the 
wher 
Prin 
Jorit) 
ſanct 


— — — —— — — — 


MC 
A. 1582.) FOX, NORTH, AND BURN. ,, 


lated the Houſe on the happy proſpect they had of 
keeping the noble Lord in office; for if he never 
quitted his poſt until he could quit it with honour, 
he would be bound to ſay, that be would remain in it 
till the laſi hour of bis life. 


Same Day. 


Mr. Fox, in an excellent ſpeech of argument and 
explanation, declared, that he would be an infamous 
man, who ſhould, upon coming into place, abandon 
the principles and profeſſions which he had made 
when out of place. He was happy to ſay, that every 
principle he ever held had been adopted by a ma- 
jority of that Houſe, the deciſion of which had given 
ſanction to his opinions, 


Same Day. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, it had been thought that he gave 
out, that there would be formed an Adminiltration 
of proſcription. This he poſitively denied; on the 
contrary, it was the deſire of thoſe with whom he 
had the honour to act, to form an Adminiſtration on 
the broadeſt baſis; an Adminiſtration which ſhould 
take in all that was great and dignified in the em- 
pire ; to collect all the ability, the talents, the conſi- 
deration, and the weight of the nation; to draw 
within its arms every man of influence, every man of 
popularity, every man of knowledge, every man of 
experience, without regarding his particular opinion 
on abſtract points, and unite and employ all this 

L body 
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body of ſtrength to one great end, the deliverance of 
the empire, He had ſaid only, that he could form no 
Conn 1 on with the preſent Cabine; THAT HE 
SHOULD BE INFAMOUS IF HE DID. 


Same Day. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, in explanation of his defcription of 


the broad-bottomed Adminiſtration which his friends 
deſired to form, that he would proſcribe no men of 
any principles, in the preſent dreadful moment, but 
the hve or {ix men who were now, and had been, the 
confidential aaviſers of his Miajefly in all the meaſures 
that had brought about the preſent calamities. | 


March 11. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, the noble Lord (Lord North) had 
talked in a taunting manner, and had jeeringly called 
the majority a glorious majority : however he might 
be inclined, in general, to be diverted with the noble 
Lord's pleaſantry, Mr. Foz ſaid, he could not ap- 
prove pleaſantry at an improper time. God knew, 
that was no hour for merriment ; and he begged the 
noble Lord to remember, tat his jefts bad already 
coſt the nation dear enough, 


March 20, 
Intimation of a Change of Miniſtry, 


Mr. Burke ſaid, that that was not a moment of 


levity or exulcation ; he regarded it with a calmneſs 
of content, a placid joy, a ſerene ſatisfaction: he 
looked forward with fear and trembling ; but the 
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preſent was a moment of great awfulnels; and every 
Gentleman who expected to form a part of the new 
Adminiſtration, or intended to ſupport it, ought to 
queſtion themſelves, examine their own hearts, and 
ſce whether they had been acting upon principles 


that were ſtrict'y right, and upon which they could 


continue to aft in power, as firmly as they had continued 
to act upon them, while out of power. If, upon ſuch 
an examination, any Gentleman found he could not, 
that man, be he who he would, ought not to accept 
of power. The preſent, he farther ſaid, was that pe- 


culiar period of men's lives, when their a:nbitious 


views, that had lain ſecretly in the corner of their 
hearts, almoſt undiſcovered to themſelves, were un- 
locked ; when their prejudices operated moſt forcibly; 
when all their deſires, their ſelf- opinions, their vanity, 
their avarice, their luſt of power, and all the worſt 
paſſions of the human mind, were ſet at large, and 
began to ſhew themſelves. At ſuch a time, let men 
take care what they did, how far they went, and what 
limits they preſcribed to themſelves. 


Same Day. 


Mr. Burke ſaid, that a moſt wonderful deal of 
eloquence had been heard within the Houſe, and 
men of the firſt and rareſt talents had exerted them- 
ſelves extremely to bring about what the noble 


Lord in the blue ribbon had that day declared to be 


near at hand. But neither the abilities of the one, 
nor the eloquence of the other deſcription of perſons, 
L 2 had 
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had tended ſo much towards the accompliſhment of 
that which was ſo near at hand, as the ſpirit of the 
people, and the conduct of the independent mem- 
bers, who beſt ſpoke that ſpirit. They had ſeen for 
a lenath of years a ſpirit of corruption going on; 
and they had ſeen it with melancholy minds; for, 
from the immenſe power of that corruption, from the 
tower with which it was ſurrounded and fortified, 
they ſaw no hopes of ever being able to overthrow it. 
For a long time, therefore, they were inactive by de- 
jection , they were rendered ſubmiſſive by deſpair ; 
and this fatal torpor gave new and additional ſtrength 
to the enemy; it gave them the moſt decifive advan- 
tage of all others, — the appearance of ſtability, by 
which the weak were ſeduced to join them, and the 
wicked were confirmed, When you were thus er- 
roneoully and criminally negligent, they were ſafe ; 
but when at length, urged by the accumulated dif- 
treſſes of your country, when you ſaw there were no 
expectations from your patience, and that there was 
even no proſpect trom hope, you arouſed from your 
lethargv, and teſtificd the force of independence. 
When you joined together in one voice, one mind, 
and one action, you found that that only which 
lived by your ſubmiſſion, ſunk inſtantly beneath your 
attack. He begged them, therefore, to recollect 
what their conduct had been hitherto, what their con- 
duct had principally accompliſhed, and what ought 
to be their conduct in future. The removal of Mi- 
niſters was one great point gained; but the end that 

| every 


A. 1782.) FOX, NORTH, AND BURKE, 77 


every lover of his country muſt look up to, and ar- 
dently deſire, was not by any means achieved bv the 
mere removal of Miniſters, Much, and the moſt eſſen- 
tial part of the work remained to be performed, and 
nothing could enſure the completion of the buſineſs, 
but the ſteadineſs of the Houſe, and, above all, the 
firmneſs of the independent members : the new Ad- 


miniſtration was the work of their hands; it was 


their duty to give it that ſupport, without which it 
was impoſſible for it to ſubſiſt. There was a certain 
fatality attending human nature, which very often 
defeated the beſt of purpoſes ; for the greateſt virtues 
were frequently accompanied with the greateſt defects: 
independence, and public ſpirit, were attended 
with indolence and ſupineneſs ; and thoſe gentlemen 
who had effected the great change of Miniſtry, might 
loſe all the benefits which might have been expected, 
by indolence and inactivity. Their ſupport ſhould 
be zealous and unremitting: no adminiſtration could 
exiſt long without ſupport ; and when, abandoned by 
the independent intereſt, Miniſters had hitherto reſort- 
ed to the deteſt able means of corruption; but in 
that they were not ſo much to blame as the inde- 
pendent gentlemen who ſuffered them to do it. Go- 
vernment could only exiſt in two ways; by its purity, 
wiſdom, and ſucceſs, which ſecured to it the love 
and ſupport of the virtuous and independent; or it 
mult exiſt by means of corruption, which brought 
to its aid the needy and the profligate : and as Go- 


vernment mult be ſupported—the independent gen- 


tlemen 
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tlemen ought to take to themſelves blame, if they 


forced a virtuous adminiſtration to reſort to corrup- 
tion: he repeated it, therefore, that their ſupport 
ought to be ſteady, unitorm, and active; and the more 
ſo, as the Minifters who were retiring, were not 
going out in conſequence of an addreſs of that day; 
they were not tired of their places, and their Sove- 
reign Was nor tired of them; and therefore the work 
of the independent gentlemen would be incomplete, 
if they did not reſolve to ſupport their own admi- 
niſtration with zeal and perſeverance. The neceſſity 
of this advice made him the more earneſt in giving 
it; and he hoped in God now to ſee an adminiſtra- 
tion formed, not only of independence, but of ſolid, 
ſubſtantial, and permanent power. He hoped, in 
God, that we ſhould now have an opportunity of 
perceiving S much more beneficial to a country, as 
well as bonourable, a GOVERNMENT OF VIRTUE WAS, 
THAN A GOVERNMENT OF CORRUPTION, 


April 8. 
Mr. Secretary Fox ſaid, that not a ſingle day would be 
loſt, until reſtrain ing the influence of the Crown, and 
ſettling upon more equal grounds the repreſentation 


of the people, was fulfiled. To correct the abuſes in 


infiuence and repreſentation, would be the ſteady en- 
deavours of his Majeſty's Miniſters. 


April 9. 
Mr. Secretary Jex ſaid, every one who had heard 
the 
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the learned Lord (the Lord Advocate) ſo ably and 
ſo powerfully ſtate our ſituation in the eaſt, would 
perceive that he held up a mirror, which reflected 
our ſituation in the weſt. The effects of the perni- 
cious ſyſtem, which thank God was at laſt deſtroyed, 
were now felt in every corner of the empire; but 
bis Majeſty's preſent ſervants were determined to go- 
vern by more virtuous means, There was one propo- 
fition made by the learned Lord, he ſaid, did not 
meet his wiſhes ; and that was, THE TAKING FROM 
THE EasT-INDIa Couraxv, and placing under the 
direction of the Crown, the entire management of 
our territorial acquiſitions in the eaſt. This he could 
not approve of, conſiſtent with his regard to the 
Crown, and the conſtitution of this country. It 
would afford to Government ſuch ample means of 
corruption and undue influence, as might in the 
end overthrow the whole conſtitution, and deprive 
us of our beſt and deareſt rights; and on this ac- 
count, HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE MORE 
PRUDENT TO LEAVE THE APPOINT- 
MENT OF ITS OWN SERVANTS TO THE 
COMPANY, 


April 15. 
Mr. Secretary Fox acquainted the Houſe, that he 


had a meſſage from his Majeſty, and he preſented 


the ſame to the Houle, It was read by Mr. Speaker, 
and was as follows : 


« GEORGE 
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« GEORGE R. 

„His Majeſty, taking into conſideration the ſup- 
plies which have been given with ſo much liberality, 
and ſupported with ſuch uncommon firmneſs and 
fortitude by his people in the preſent extenſive war, 
recommends to his faithful Commons the conſide- 
ration of an effectual plan of œconomy through all 
the branches of the public expenditure ; towards 
which important object, his Majeſty has taken into 
his actual conſideration, a form and regulation in the 
civil eſtabliſhment, which he will ſhortly cauſe to be 
laid before this Houſe, deſiring their aſſiſtance to- 
wards carrying the ſame more fully into execution. 
His Majeſty has no referves with his people, on whoſe 
affections he reſts with a ſure reliance, as the beſt 
ſupport of the true honour of his Crown and go- 
vernment; and as they have hitherto been his beft 
ſupport and reſource upon every emergency, ſo he 
regards them as the moſt ſolid and ſtable ſecurity for 
an honourable proviſion for his perſon and family. 


G. N. 


Mr. Burke then roſe, and in a moſt elegant ſpeech 
congratulated the Houſe, and the kingdom, on the 
happy æra when his Majeſty, freed from that ſecret 
and injurious counſ-l which ſtood between him and 
his people, now ſpoke to them in the pure and rich 
benevolence of his own heart. The meſſage which 
they had juſt heard, was the genuine effuſion of his 

Majeſty's 
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Majeſty's paternal care and tenderneſs for his ſubj-Cts, 
It was what good ſubjects deſerved from a goed King; 
and every man would rejoice in, and bleſs the dey, 
when his Majeſty, reſtored to the dignified indepen- 
dence of his elevated fituation, was able to {prak to 
his people in the language of his own heart; to par- 
ticipate in their ſufferings ; to praiſe apd reward them 
for their fortitude. IT was THE BEST OF MESSAGES 
TO THE BEST OF PEOPLE, FROM THE- BEST OF KINGS, 


July g. 
Converſation on the Diviſion of the Cabinet. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, one would naturally imagine, in an 
adminiſtration formed on the principles of the men 
diſtinguiſhed by the Rockingham's, that upon the de» 
ceaſe of that great man, whoſe virtues, whole noble- 
neſs of thinking, and whole firm integrity bound them 
together, the man would be ſought, and appointed 
to ſucceed him, who moſt reſembled him in charac. 
ter, in influence, in popularity: ſuch at leaſt were 
his ideas, and the eyes of all men were naturally 
turned o the Duke of Portland. Inilead of that no- 
ble perſon, however, the Earl of Shelburne was ſe- 
lected, of whom, if he meant to deſcribe the charac- 
ter, he could not truly ſay he bore any kind of re- 
ſemblance to his predeceſſor ; perhaps the exact re- 
verſe might come nearer the picture. Perhaps it 
might be aſked, why, thinking as he did of the 
Ea:l of Shelburne, he came with him into office at 
all? To this he muſt anſwer, that he had ſtrong ob- 
M jections 
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jections to it, and both with reſpect to him, and to 
another noble perſon, the Lord Chancellor) the only 
thing that could make him ſubmit to aſſociate with 
them in office, was the ſatisfactory pledge which he 
had tor the integrity of adminiſtration, of which he 
made a part, in the noble Marquis being at the head 
of it. | 
The coun:ry had now an adminiſtration, which 
could not be a popular one. It was the adminiſtra- 
tion of a man who could not think of reformation 
with temper, however loudly he might ſpapk about 
It ; a man who would declare, that the influence of 
th- Crown ought to be diminiſhed ; but who would 
at che ſame time ſay, that the King had a right to 
uſe his negative in paſſing laws, and would threaten 
with he excrciſe of that negative all thoſe that ſhould 
move any biils that went to retrenchment. Such was 
the man now at the head of the Treaſury; THE 
PRINCIFLES OF THE LATE MINISTRY 
WERE NOW IN THE CABINET, and the next 
thing he ſhould lovk tor, WOULD BE TO SEE 
THE LATE MINISTERS AGAIN IN OFFICE. 


March 28, 1783. 
Lord North ſaid, that notwithſtanding the ſevere 
reflections caſt on the coalition, it would be found 
that neither party had given up their ſentiments, yet 
they could act together for the public good. The 
Honourable Mr. Fox and himſelf undoubtedly agreed 
On 
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on many great points; and as they were known to 
the Houſe, there was * occaſion to repeat them. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Fox got up and defended nimſelf on the co- 
alition between him and Lord Nortb he ſaid, if 
none were to be admitted to take a part in the admi- 
miſtration, as mentioned by the noble Lord, but 
thoſe whoſe political ſentiments never diſagreed, it 
would be difficult, indeed, to form an adminiſtration. 


Same Day. 

Mr. Burke roſe, and in a full, clear, and manly 
way, vindicated the parliamentary conduct he had 
obſerved for a period of more than eighteen years : 
he had conſtantly voted on the fame fide with thoſe 
noble and firm ſupporters of the conſtitution the 
houſe of Cavendiſh), and he truſted he always ſhould ; 
he had been blamed for joining the coalition, but be 
made no doubt a time would come, when be ſhould have 
it in his power to convince thoſe perſons, who now 
railed ſo bitterly againgt it, that they were entirely 
wrong, and doing more hurt than they probably expected, 
or could compenſate their country for. 


April 25. 

Mr. Fox took notice of a charge juſt made, that a 
coalition had been formed for the purpoſe of ſeizing 
upon the reins of the Government. He inſiſted upon 
it, that it was a raſh expreſſion ; for the late Miniſtry 

26 2 nad 
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Fad been driven from their ſtation, the ſame as he 
hoped every Minittry who acted wrong would be, 
by a myority of that Houſe. It was by a majority 
of that Houſe that the former Miniſtry were removed; 
and of which all rarks approved. The late Miniſtry 
had been removed in the ſame manner; but be cer- 
tainly could make allowances for bonourable Gentlemen 
ſering things in different lights, it was extremely na- 
tural; different fituations threw different colours on the 
ſame objetis, Gentlemen, be was aware, were led, from 
different circumſtances, to ſe? the ſame things in different 
points of view, and to colour them according hh. 


Same Day. 


Mr. Burke ſaid, that, if he held improper language 
in that Houſe, he might be called to an account for 
it in a parliamentary way: if called to an account 
out of the Houſe, he would anſwer it in a Gentle- 
man's way; but no danger, no bullying, no threat, 
ſhould ever prevent him from doing his duty; and 
he pledged himſelf to God, to his country, to that 
Houſe, and to the unfortunate and plundered inha- 
bitants of India, that he would bring to juſtice, as 
far as in him lay, the greateſt delinquent that India 
ever ſaw, With regard to looſe accuſations, he was 
far above them. When he charged Mr. Haſtings, he 
would do it by alleging ſome ſpecific fact of cri- 
minality. To act otherwiſe, was ſomething worſe 
than acting ungeneroutly, it was to act the part of a 
calumniator, a part which he would never conſent to 


perform, 


- 
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perform. Mr. Burke reaſoned a good deal in terms 
of Painting, upon overcharging a picture with colour, 
in order to hide an imperfect outline; and declared 
he would take care that his drawing ſhould be correct 
and perfect, before he put on any colouring at all. 


December 1. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, an Honourable Gentleman under the 
gallery (Mr. Martin), to whom an abuſe of the 
Coalition ſeemed a fort of luxury, wiſhes that a ſtar- 
ling were at the right-hand of the Chair, to cry out, 
Diſgracetul Coalition !—Sir, upon this ſubject I ſhall 
ſay but a few words: 


The calamitous ſituation of this country required 
an adminiſtration whoſe ſtability could give it a tone 
of firmneſs with foreign nations, and promiſe ſame 
hopes of reſtoring the faded glories of the country. 
Such an adminiſtration could not be formed without 
ſome junction of parties; and if former differences 
were to be an infurmountable barrier to union, no 
chance of ſalvation remained for the country, as it 
was well known that four public men could not be 
found, who had not, at one time or other, taken op- 
polite ſides in politics. The great cauſe of difference 
between me and the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, 
is no longer in exiſtence; HIS PERSONAL CHA- 
RACTER STOOD HIGH, and we preferred 
uniting with the noble Lord. | 


8 22. 
Lord North went into a defence of the union of 
parties 


* 
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parties upon which he had laſt come into office. He 
aid, he hoped what was now obvious, would at leaſt 
prove an ample juſtification of what had again and 
again been called a curſed coalition; and that it would 
be ſeen, that cur/ed coalition was not, as it had been 
ſtated, an infamous abandonment of principle, from 
an eagerneſs to graſp at power, a temporary junction 
of no ſolid baſis, and held together for the ſole pur- 
poſe of a temporary tenure cf place. It had been 
pretty much the habit of ſome gentlemen to riſe for 
the ſole purpoſe of talking of the coalition in terms of 
reprobation, and in terms of ſcandal ; they had, in- 
deed, been ſufficiently I:beral of attack, but abun- 
dantly ſparing of argument: but as he had a long 
while obſerved, that certain words had been got by 
rote, rather than that new matter of argument was 
ftarted againit the coalition, when it had been lately 
recommended to have a Star/;nz brought, for the ex- 
preſs purpole of being placed on one ſide of the Speak- 
er's chair, in order to cry out, Coalition ! curſed coali- 
tion] he could no otherwiſe ſolve the propoſition, 
than by ſuppoſing, that from the tedious repetition 
of the fame word, ſo often by the fame perſon, the 
gentleman wiſhed to be eaſed from the tatigue of the 
office he had impoſed upon himſelf, and therefore 
propoſed to do it by deputy. There would hence- 
terth, however, he truſted, be no occaſion for the 
dieputy nor the principal, becauſe he conceived, that 
after what the houle then ſaw, all abuſe of the coali- 
tion would be at an end. His Lordſhip recapitulated 


the 
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the various adminiſtrations that had governed the 
country ever ſince he firit led the Treaſury Bench, 
dow; to the curſed coalition, as it was called; but 
which, he would venture to ſay, was an adminiſtra- 
tion built upon a broad baſis, and which conducted 
itſelf with ſuch internal corfidence, and was as free from 
that infamous trick, and under band endeavour to get ad- 
vantage of each other, that too often prevailed, as any 
adminiſtration that bad ever exiſted in this country. 
His Right Honourable FRIEND (Mr. Fox) and be 
might fairly ſtate their ſentiments. They neither of them 
had, and he would venture to ſay, they would never de- 


fire each other TO ABANDON OR FOREGO ANY 


PRINCIPLE THEY HAD EVER MAINTAIN- 
ED. Men of honour could not aſk any ſuch thing of one 
another, becauſe they knew that men of honour could 
not accede to any ſuch thing. Whenever any idea had 
been ſuggeſted, that did not immediately coincide with 
his ſentiments, he had oppoſed it pretty firmly, had an- 
ſwered argument by argument, and on which ever fiat 


fair reaſon preponderated, the other concided. Teig 


was the only ground on which MEN OF HONOUR COULD 
ACT, AND UPON SUCH GROUND, HE WAS SURE, {11s 
HONOURABLE FRIEND and HE WOULD CONTINUE 
TO ACT TOGETIIER, WHETHRR IN OR OUT CF or- 
FICE ! 
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Candidly ſubmitted to the confideration of thoſe who 
have the effrontery to attempt to juſtify, and the 
hardineſs to ſupport, the Coalition formed between 
Lord North, the Right Honourable Charles- James 
Fox, and Mr. Ed mund Burke. 


Iſt. HAT Lord North, who became a Miniſ- 

ter in 177, and quitted in 1782, con- 
trived in that period to double the national debt to 
loſe thirteen Colonies, and all our Weſt. India iſlands, 
except Jamaica, Barbadoes, and Antigua. 


2d. That his Lordſhip propoſed and coin the 
India Regulating A& of 1773, to which, as the 
Duke of Richmond molt ſenſibly obſerved, we owe 
all the misfortunes that have happened to us in India, 


34d. That Mr. Charles James Fox, from 1770, to 
1774, ſupported all the meaſures of Lord North, 


4th. That Mr. Edmund Burke and his party were 
at that period the avowed oppoſers of Lord North; 
that in particular they applied the epithets injuſtice 
and robbery to the regulation and reform propoſed 
by the India Bill in 1773 ; and that the very Mr. Ed- 
mund Burke, who in his late ſpeech abuſed the 
Company and their ſervants for their tranſactions ſe- 
yenteen years ago, was in fact their avowed ſup- 


N , porter 
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porter and champion againſt Lord North and Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, in 1773. 

5th. That, from 1774, Mr, Charles- James Fox 
united with Mr. Edmund Burke and his party, until 
they drove Lord North from the helm: that in this 
period they abuſed him in the meſt groſs and ſcurril- us 
manner —of which almoſt every page in the parlia- 
mentary hiſtory will afford ample | ofs. It is ridi- 
culous and à lurd, and unirii-, to ailert- that the 
American war was the only ſuhject of difference be- 
tween them; for they uppoſed all his mealures, they 
threatened to impeach him, they accuſed him of eat- 
ing his words, and renounc!ng his principles—thev 
2ccuſcd him of indulence, ignorancc, fully, and even 
treachery—Mr. Fox declared he would not remain in 
a room alone with him; and he pledged himtelf, as 
ſolemnly as a gentieman could pledge him lelf, to be 
called the 35 infamous of men, if ever he united 
with the noble Lord, or any of tnole men who had 
brought this country to ruin, 


6:h, For two months after Lord North was turned out, 
Mr. Charlcs- James Fox ſcarcely ever appeared in the 
Houſe of Commons without depicting in the ſtrongelt 
terms the miſerable and diſtreiſed ſtate of this unfor- 
tunate coudtry; that every hour he was in office, he 
had more and more reaton to curle the folly or the 
gnorance of the late Miniſters, their waſte of public 
money, their neglect of the navy, their mad war with 
Holland, their employing the three laſt days they were in 
office in providing for their dependants, the only proof op 
2QUy y they gave ; that viewivg and knowing all theſe 

things, 
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things, though not of a ſanguinary temper, their blecd- 
ing country required that they ſhould be brought to 
public puniſhment.—Mr. Edmund Burke was at all 
times ready to cry Hear ! hear!” or to join his right 
honourable friend in theſe lamentable ſtrains. 


yth. The famous bill of reform, by which Mr. Ed- 
mund Burke and his party fo effectually gulled the 
public, inſtead of ſaving two or three hundred thou- 
ſand pounds a year, when paſſed, did not ſave above 
thirty thouſand at moſt. 


sth. When the Marquis of Rockingham died, 
Lord Shelburne became the Miniſter. Mr. Fox and 
Lord John Cavendiſh reſigned. The former abuſed 
Lord Shelburne, though not ſo very groſsly as he 
had formerly abuſed Lord North. However, there 
was one expreſſion in his abuſe of that day, which 
ſurely no Engliſhman will avoid laying particular 
ſtreſs upon: © That he ſhould not wonder to ſee Lord 


Shelburne coaleſced with the old Miniſtry, only that 


the nation would not bear to be ſo inſulted.” And Mr. 
Edmund Burke, by way of ſaying the worſt he poſſibly 
could of Lord Shelburne, declared, bat he would, if 
Poſſible, be a more deſtructive Miniſter to this country 
than Lord North. 


gth. After Lord Shelburne had made a peace, Mr. 
Fox, to get poſſeſſion of power again, actually 
Joined with that very man and hfs party whom for 
eight years paſt he had invariably abuſed, as the au- 
thor of all our calamitics, in order to pull down the 
perſon who had given us what Mr. Fox pretended ſo 

N 2 heartily 
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heartily to pant for, peace, and a diminution of the 
public expences. 


10th. Can the moſt ignorant man in this kingdom 


miſunderſtand the motives for. the Coalition ? Was it 
not an agreement of many very needy men, ſeveral 
of them not poſſeſſing a ſhilling of property in the 
kingdom, in order to ſhare the little plunder left in a 
country almoſt beggared by che folly and miſconduct 
of one of the parties, or the intemperate oppoſition 
of the other ? 


11th. Diſtreſſed as the country was after the Coali- 
tion took place, would not Mr. Fox and Lord North 


have ſaddled the nation with an additional burthen, 


amounting to forty thouſand pounds a year, if our 
gracious Sovereign had not oppoſed the meaſure, and 
refuſed to ſign the meſſage ?—Can this fact be denied, 
or explained away ? 


12th. That the patronage of Miniſters being cir- 
cumſcribed by the loſs of America, and the Coalition 
ſtanding on no other baſis but that of mutual con- 
venience and felt-intereſt, ſpite of all Lord North's 
bluſter, a plan was formed for ſeiſing all the property 
of the Eaſt India Company, and rowing | it into the 
hands of the Miniſters. 
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